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Lervipw wilth Mrs ula&wr Lizzie Harkress) Lith Mareh 1987
srwood Fari,

Lockerbies.,

aged B6&, lives with her daughter Hazel Uliver. She |ived

Fleming until her marriage. Miss Oliver helped wibh
Mer mother being rather deatf. Mra liver s memory was

gave the impression of enjoving the occasion, which kept

e wp well bevond her noesmael bedbime,

Hebioeml

Oper ¢

It wag a nice school.,

Henr bBrothers had besn there in Blackie Brown's iy
(e day they staved off school to follow the hounds
from Mossknow (a favow ite occupation for Boyysd o Haee
mother went Lo school next day to see what happensd.
M Brown said "He'd be away with that hooligan gang .

She would sometimes walk barefoot in summer, but never
warnt barefoot to school. She used to feel sorry for
The Fooer House obhildesa. The girls haivr was cropped
Tike bove, and they were all dressgd the @aAME, in bhluoe
checked clothes.  They formed a separate group, not

z3al i) to much by the obher children., At Smas they
ware glven & pariyv.

The school used to complain about people staving off
for the Annan Feilre, whicoh she never wenbt bo. Mo did
e et ta the A kitochen. Hea mother omadse her go
treymen ., It waz usually potats soup, in bowls, sades from
@ hig bodler,

Her first tescher, Miss Graham, was fa)l grey hatreg -
inoa bumy, micely done - and wveery Lag She very
o ke g ph e ohildren fto behave warted, and
Mrm GLiver nevear heard anyvoosg say bad aboul

Mg .

She also had Miss Modish, Miss anderson and Me

Mok erchar , who had a2 family. A First he was very
ey with the minister about apﬁrﬁttaﬁ, whiiloh too
Lime, o ﬁmHCEﬁtPﬁtlﬂﬁ offt school, but in time th&v
Decame great friends. Mokerchar was a big, tall man.

Hiss s room was divisible by s partition. FRoons
W8 h?ﬂL“d by open fires, lit by paratfin lamps
lhanging from the ceiling.

3

The next room was “Further down’, towards the back
claee . Then steps went down te the playvground.

fAmoing her thool-mates were Lizzie Dufd, Ben Smith and
Johr Mackie.  Lizzie Dufd married an Irving 4rom
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Caglestield, lived in ﬁrmuwmwhxji farm cobtags. Ben
Smith disd i Werld Wap 2.

zrrzhar used the strap & good desi. Me Ohedistis was
& Ctough guy ., wilth & Lemper.

G leasving Kiskpatrick Fleming she went Lo Annan

fzademny, cvoling syvery dayv. SBhe lstt at the aqp ot 13
and went to work in an unspecified bhusiness in rwinnﬂ
gt she ovoled from bhome, antil she pareied in 1W2E
(ived in Hirkpsatrick Fleming wntil %58

I think she said Low Bell of Broats was also abt school
wi by e, (oo Bel ]l was yvoungesr)

ME — I+ she went fto school at G, Me Beown woulod still
e the headmeastasr, a&lihough ha o never beach bar.

Lizzie Markrness s lifte was very ouoh based on Lhe

Church.  Bhe spoke of how Me Walier faought a lob of
paople the viglin — such as Jobn Mackie, organissd
oparghbias and sventually afficiated at her marriage.

e herseld took the leading role in "Red Riding Hood®
arcl "Cissie i Toviand . There werse guibte largs
inciuding bher brother, and Ben Smith {now deadr. #e
MokFarchar s opposition to the oper ;?‘s;f:. tas is menbionesd

afnores .,

masts,

Later she sang in the choir along with Ann Finlay and
dessie Moffaeb. Youngsr sister Annie Harbkness was aleso
in the choir. The organist, David Johnston, lived ai
Irvington and travelled daily to annan (by bike,
prasumalblv) Lo owork as a watohmaker.

Bunday was guite an % Sundasy School,
church, at which the m?ﬁlﬂl - always gave an address
i ldesn s addressT), &t hum& she miaht weite out all
zhe could remember of what he'd said, and if the

Wit ing wasn 't good encough LD would be done again.

Ff e tesa was the Bible Ef'. lass, at which the chodie might
wirg a songlhyan — and then beaok to bed.

Thamrn on Thursdsy night oheoic practice at Churoh which
was T grand’ {(others have also remarbked on how choilr

practice was & social eventl:

Gonresme the rosd — at the baok prosed - liwved Jobn Lamont,
an elder, who got a presentation Bible for 50 vears
mldership. Fairly late on he gareigd, His wife was
Mardly ever at church. (I think 30 vear presentalion
sl o madde loang sfier Lizzie Harkness left
Eirkpgatrick Fleming:

-
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The Lamonts had a horse, Donald’ which they vsed to
take wup the new road Lo a8 field opoosite Annandale
Burarey Housse and into the Bluebell Wood., ({7 = T o =

RS

R & LTS WA o AT
- ES = - .. 1.
T i radaestmeall  wed wen s ksl
T
AR vy w42

Hem family sat at the front of the churoh.  Dootor

Caryeothers used to sit upstelirs, and one buﬁdaw whﬁ?f
she understood he wasn 't cosing she went uap #3% 1h
hiw loft — bot he did tuen wup. Foet undFeJy h dmdn N

mimel.

Alwa in the choir was Jim Irving.

g

0Ff the other minizters the sarliest was Mr Grabam, who
christened her, but whom she did rneot remember. Hep

mother had sald ne was kind of guiet.

St libmed M Fydde, who visited them a lot, and was
very nice. He dido't heave & 1ot bto say, so it was bDost
to keep tallking.

mrather cholr sember was Mat Bogerson,.  There were too
marty in the family for the farm, so he sent to Canada,
and there was a colliection for him. Lizzie Harkness
and Mrz Wallker went to Carlisle Yo buy his present. He
staved a while in Canada, got merried, but later came
back,

Her slder was Johbin Lamont . among obther elders cshe
remenbared Abael Mitchell, Beattie of Blackyvett and, she
Lhought, Doctor FE“zthrw, There were separate salders

four Eale

oworked with animals at & bit of the Blebe by
Tl FPoor Mouse. Him wife was Fresident of the GBuild,
wWwhich met in the Manse, They had 4 c¢hildren, inclading
Willie, an architect, who Lived in NMew Abbey Road (and
Janel Kalker, who nmrried Birdsall of the garage). Dod
Waller hadigrocvers in Dumfries for & time, red haired,
meawed soubh.

Sometimes the Grahams went to the English Church,
sometimess the Parish Church.

Ehe once went o a soires at Pimneced.,  Prs Sil 1eg? whio
sept the Fost Office, used to walk &ll the way to
Fimood with her family. Mr Donaldson was very nice,
but there wasn 't & geat deal of coming or going to
Fircod from the village,

i
+

I have a nots that her sother went to collect at Sair
and dpringkell to get more money for the minister., I
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Sport and
Erntertai rmment

Eoonomic

think this refers to the fact that Eirkopabrick Fleming
g oa minimum stipesnd whioh had to be suppleamented.

Flers Harbness leth Hirkpaberick Flsming with her daoohbse
- Lizgrie Marbkne zomigtaer - goon after Lizzis Markness
Feresld ledt in 1HEEL

Bee also BEoonomio -~ Foor Mowses.

Borys wsad to fTollow the houndds ~ sse Sohool.

o

Fargus Grabam of Mossknow, a grand scout master, used
Lo organise sporits. She was 2 good runner and oncs won

Al 0P prize money, bDut bher mobher made her hand ib
in, presumably in aid of charity.

Herr fubure husband first saw her acting in a play. all
the local ministers came too, Her mother , who ssens by
have been fairly strict in her outliock, never gave her
ary prraise for her acbing. Iy "Red Riding Hood'®, the
first show, her brothesr was a woodman, with a wooden

AN E . Hae was a2 bhit of & nuoisance — kept making her
Taugh =0 that for a dust she had to turn e baclk on
Fite For "Gissie’ she had & beavtiful tussere dress,

3

golden—yaellow, which was made by a dressnaker.

She didn & remssbsr The Mossbhnow Flowee Show, but did
ramenber Eaglesfisld, at which there were sporbts, and
her mobther won so many baking prizes that they asked
P mot o compets any moreé. There were sports too.
Thewy called it "the Raw Show .

gt ome time a dancing master camg to the hall, whom vou
paid a0 nueh for lessons -~ which she thought they'd
have dong as well withowub. Her brobther Tom used to
come with her to dances, Lo protect her feom any bao
comparty . Hhe (o Tom 7 owon @ medal for danocing, but
gave it away to a lad who admired it, to put on his
walkoh chain.. I think his name was Dave Draham. Thye
madal would be for walizing. Hhe also loved bthe polbka.
Dartces were organi sed probably by Mabel and David
Riochardsan. Davig Higchardson may still be alive in
SWouth England.

There was no swimming that she bnew of in the Hirtle.

There was & tennds couwt o Jobn Lamomnt s field.

There used Lo be ssveral houses at Merkland, of which
onily one remains. Therse were Dlacksmiths there. The
Mastertons (blacksmiths 27 ~ 2 hoves had red hair. The
girls were older than Lizzie Harkness ~ went to
Larlisle to work as dressmabker.
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Mlear the present London Howse was a shop run by peopls
L;!] =l Bell, but mo relstion of RN Bell.
it
She wsed o go all the way fto Irvingtom Lo get bacon
from Sandersons, who alwave had awful nice stufs.

Hetr mother was in the Red Cross at the time of the
Butintinehill disaster. She was also a great chuaroh

worr ke . Me Mackie (not Bedhouse? had been going along
v — I think - a motor bike. Feople wouldn’'t helieves”
Mim when he told them about the accoident.

e mobbar, Ann Martin, was a blacksmith's daughter at
Clossburn Mill.  Her father worked in bthe guarey till
it stopoed. They lived in what had been the manager s,
o forsman s houwse, in the Hamper. Opposite were then
3 housss where now there is 1 o~ Bell R M, Douglas,
Hallﬁmw“ Jessie and Dave Douglas had no family. Hes
wmead bto mend bicvoles. Mat HWallace marvied an
Faglestield woman. MHe had one son, who was keen to
Join the army, gobt into Tank Corps and was killed.

Thg firat local wireless selt was owned by Wright of
Mewhope ~ people would get to hear it Yo wsmed
grarphones,. Joe Weight was also among the sarly oobor
cyvolists.,  He omet { and presumably married) a medd from
Mosshknow.

Doctor Carruthers used o do all his own dispensing.

Hea didn 't marry till falrly late. He'd a housshesper
(Emma? and & maid. I+ the doctor wasn't in she used Lo
e giwven a drink of lesonade when she want. She
remanberad golng up one day after school for medicine
hottles, falling over some rugs and breaking the
bottles. Once she was invited there for dinner and got
Jacket potatoss which smbarrassed her because she
cicln "L know how to eat them, Doctor Carruthers was a
areast friend of Me Walber. He refused to have curtains
in his house. When he died Mrs Carruthers gave the
Harknesses 3 small pictures in, she thinks, mahogany
frames, which have since bsen lost. I think il was
Doctor Carrubthers who had lovely brass lamps (see
later)

Pooe House — ses School.  She thowght Herr was good o
the inmates. Thee was always a Christmas Farty. Sl
ramaembered Jock and Tommy from the Poor House who sawed
sticks and went round with a barrow to sell bundles of
firewaod. They always gave them something te sat. She
reamanhered then being fed and being asked what they d

b doing that night — "Go home and get supper . The
grocer used o take them stufd, and she wused to stop on
e hike Lo collect ends of tobaco and so on for them.

The minister would give them a service sometimes - not
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Lhe cholr in Lizzie HMarkness s btioe.

Lizzie Harknsss obviously had a strong soclal
conscience bhut sometimes it got oot of hand, as when
shs gave her own clogs Lo s man who came round the
cdoocrs,  This ssant she had to wesr her brothers lacing
bavs’ clogs. For Sundays she had boote and for summer
(but not at school? bare feel.

From a very early period they got a daily paper. She
usged to go down to the gtatiorn to collesct the oDapers
Evening napers?) and she got 172d from Mre RN Bell at
the end of the week for delivering them. This was
before Foffat started selling papers.  She was alwavs a
great readsr, although her mother disapproved,

Sie went to Moffats also for clogs. Moffats had men
werr ke For then (not swee about this - such as Bill
Cuerie, the clogger at Springfield, who served his time
Thiesred . The clogse were always black and very hard to
pixl dsb, but iF she did Tom' s lessons he'd do her ologs.

Schoolohildren used o love the brooches vou got at
finnan Fair. Harvants were hired then, for & months.
Such people —~ domsstic servants - were a bit looked
down on, alibhouwgh & lot of givris haed Lo go into
servioe. - Some would tey nursing.

Ghe agreed that Davidson and Grabam were great rivals.

1KQ% the Davidsons, Svd went away, Harold took over the

Business .,

Digey was the oldest girl, she and Mabel both bhecame
teachers. Harold (7 married a dawghter of Macdonald,
the Mosshnow gardener.  Mabel may have gone to
Eagtrigygs, the mobther was BEnglish. The family was said
o be displeased at Harold Davidson s marviage. John
Davidson was said to be verv hard, would expect a lot
done for hie money. His wife was very nice. The
Davidsons are now at Sarkfoot.

Thesre were & lot of tinkers and tramps, and it wasn b
safe Lo leave things outbt.

They had their own wash house, & good one, ocutside - &
privilege associabted with their house. Furibher dows,
wWash howses were shared, Washing tock 2 davs - and
mitstn Tt be put ot on oa Sunday. There were alt one time
4 houses in the block, but their s was in 2 shorevs,
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Miscellaneous

m

sort of seni-detached with bead curtains across the
staitr. Hazel Oliver sasid she gould recall the house,
which suggssts Mre Harkness must have lived thers
longsr than we firet thought. There was o butcher s
et o,

e Lamby bad been o charge of the guearry alt BEdinburgh.
He o nad s nlee family. Things weren 't soogood atfher h
g re—mareied, Her mobiher was friendly with the family.
Ghe mentionsd Caroling and Ebthel , daughters of the
mecond marriage (uh I think Ethel was first marrdage,
and that there may bhave besen a Violetd.

She confirmed the story of Doctor Carruthers’ cancer
e — oF an old man wilth cancer in his nose. He newver
told anvone bow he did ib. (Bmother person told me it
was cancer obf the lip.?

Thaerse werg na pavements in these davs, but she could
mot ransmber untarved roads,. The better off families
Fracd gigs. She rememnbered the Mackies having 2 nice
gigy, and Massknow haeving & nice carriage.  Bot to go
any distance you had to get a cab and train. To cee
their mobher s people bthey got a cab to Gretne, Sowih
West Raillwsay to Closebuwrn, where granddathese met them
By qidga

They bought their butter at Bhawrigy on a Saturday - i€
Was suppossed to be best.

In briesf. Femnsmbered Melly PMiller, sssociated with
Hynds. 7 Miller was smaiddd

BT Bell didn't go to church, wife did. Big tall ladw.

Jim Mitocheli. nice fellow., very susicsl, plaved violin
and Lizzie Harkness pland. Very differant from bis
brather - plaved tor opergtias.

Molormicks — ancther red haired family ~ in Rallway
Cottages — sons 211 died dn boeld Was 1., Mynd also
Tiwed in Railway Cottages, nice — father plaved violin.

il

fThe two woods on Grahamshill - Mosskoow stretoh. da-bsd
oy have company bhers. Davidsone., Magklies went o
Chapelhnowe . church

Lizzie Markness used to hate cyoling at night beltuesn g jkg

ey

2 o willage dressmakers — Mrs Donaidson and Arnmie Bell
(related to Bell of shop at London House, prestty stouh,
Tiwed wilth her son, & Joinsrd.

i

Mother Tory, hushand Libsral. Then Liberals blus,
Tories yvellow - mothsr wore vellow rosstte.
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adcler then bto Dove Cave. Mol and

f

Mo access except by
Cross about murder.

- mice, quist. Jenny homse, look

Jenny ., DBesay
in office.  Mentioned Hanmah Wyllie

af e mother, z
From Dhapsl bnowe.

Usmerd to visit Mofdalt s shop every nighit. Mrs Moffat
vary nioe, wvery straightb-forward,
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