A HILL  BEGUEST

ITnterview with Bill Mefethore, f:T;

4 Todholes lZth Movember, 1284

William Modrthur, boen 1911, still farms.  Brought up Beltenmont
Mill, then Beltesmmont itself in the cottage which is being

demol ished (Yand should have been away vears ago ~ [U've seen vans
against the walls"). They then moved, 1930, to Todholes, his
davaghter in law was present for the firet how or s, and at first
he was a little guarded in what he said.

Bl amd Mot really his thing. BRob in the Social Club. dNotman
Entertainment had & band, and — garlier -~ the station master’s son
ard daughter (Dave and HMabel Richardson?.

Fetes held at Mossknow (bult not, 1 think, Flower
Showes) . Fergus Graham ran Scputs,

Mo football team - hadn 't heard of FMossknowe Rovers.
Chidren’'s ocutings -~ on back of coal lorry, cleaned for
aecasions. He didn't go to tennmis courts atl
Teppinghead, because that s where the teachers went.
% nokt
\ Carpet bowling — in hall. Swoits? Could frecall
whether behind soup kitchen or at Hamper, Thies men wsed
to go, not bhove.

<.

Ma didn't go to whist drives, nor his parente much.

Hardis Wright at Matchill peid his parents to look
aftter I greyvhounds. They got milk from their cow, and
ate a lot of sels which they used to catech by the caul.
Eventually the dogs learned how to catch the eels
themnsel ves. Ome of the dogs worn the WHaterloo Cup. Hee
fater for story involving dogs and & +1lood.

Sepe Mre. Moir -~ Cove.

He vaguely recalled a curling pond being made at
Calvertsholm but he didn 't think it was successful.

Bohool He didn't like school. He guite liked Jimmy Rae, a
guite nice yvoung man, good schoolmaster. HMiss dnderson
- & right tartar — married a local grocer who died &

weeks later. He mentioned Crooks and Brown and their
marriages. He thoought them good.  The nams Bone wrang
a bell, but fno more. Mies Jardine, ke voluntesred -
whose brother was a Police Sergeant in Soman. Christiea
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Churoh

Economic
vron Farming?

wan an old tvrant.

There was a soup kitchen alt the school For those who
divm 't go home for lunch.  He liked when he had & penny
zo that he could get the soup and doin the lunch group
= but usually went homs,

He lett school effectively at 12, He had bald patoches
which they thought - wongly - was ringeworn. By the
time he could oo back he was nearly 14, Mever any
schacl bhut Hirkpatrick Fleming.

Sea Sport & Entertainment, tennis.

Jabnny Walker - grand fellow — 2 sons and daughter.
Evervorne 1ibked him.

He mentioned various people as Churchy. See later. an
wmid man, J. Lamont was the grave digger angd caretaker.

Mre. Halker was nice oo

Beltenmont Mill., Taken after his father by Fraser, who
werre @ lum hat and thought of himseld as an inventor.
flways making machines, taking to Londen without
sUTCEHSE, 50 far as he knows. MNMeglected the Mill,
gdidn 't really work it., Bubt corn mills were in decline
anyway. Farmers used to bring corn ~ nothing g2lse -
for gatmeal (or for pig feed). More and more were
buying their own corn crushers.

The miller before his father was Beattie, who wsnt Lo
Dornock #Mill. Hig father came down from Edinburgh, but

had bhesn born din Hirkeconnel (Mithsdale).

Me had never heard the name Steel (given as propristor

in the 1929%-320 Valuation Roll.) He thought it had been

a Darli=le woman, Mrs. Storey.

He is told that some of the grinding stones are still
there, but that's all. He can’t say when the building
was btabken dows.

It was an undershot Mill, water from the Hirtile via a
Mill lade, controlled by a sluice at the caul. Thay
wsed to keep a couple of cows, had & grand piggery, and
had a boiler howse at the end of the mill. The local
Blackesmith, Jdim Currie, used to kill the pigs.

They also had & small saw mill of theivr own. Water
chiven.
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Ahout once a vear the Firtle used to flood (which it
dgesn 'L now That the cauwl has been taken awayv). The
water went into the house, fiiling uvup the coal cellar,
um the staircase and into the living room and out.  On
one oooasion the two grevhounds were nearly drowned (in
the kilm, I think? - hise mothsr went o rescue them and
mearly got swept over by the power of the water, but
Was ables to hold on ta & post,

There certainly wasg a kiiln, fired by coke. This made
the place a great attraction for btramps, who got & fres
heat and could use the sacks as blankets. S far as he
knows nothing was ever stolen.

The canl was & great place for catching sels.  There
Waw a fish ladder there too.

They gave the MILL up about 1925,

Al though the Guarey haed stopped working, a widow from
Woodhousehill tosk it over and allowed people to usse it
at su much a time. She did very well, for it provided
stone for making roads,

When he was young all the rosdse were metalled with
shone chips, broken at the road side and then
flattened. There was a sort of graey powder alwavs atb
the roadeide which as bove they usesd to run on, bare
footed, in Bummer.

The two coal nmerchants, John Davidson and Henry Grabam
were great snemies, fought like cat and dog. Davidson
a gay iad, Chwoh elder (and told agsin the Carlisle
story, slightliy varied). Orabam was in his vouth the
main haulage contrastactor, but Davidson did zome too.
Doad Grabam, hisgs son, now retired is still there.

Doodly the clogger with his wooden but st Toppinghead
ridge was menticned - as wusual. He reckoned the hot
was held together with tar.

areise old men -~ broke stones on road side’ . Thev
would cart the shtones and get paid for breaking them by
piecse rates.

Collinge, painter, Fairy Pow, senticoned.

There was a water pump cutside the Hamper.

Ceartainly no electricity i1l 1930, but at the Mill
they always had a tap. Mo wells.
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Farming
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A man wsed to come round with & home made barrow —
Chairlie Meil. He would gather rabbit skins and sort
bikes ard do handy work., His barrow was made from two
bicveole wheels.

The first butcher ‘s cart to come round was Jock (7]
Irvings. One year there had been & lot of sheep died -
perhaps something to do with diseased tuwnips - but
Lhaey were all right to eat if sold oguickly. 1 think he
gald it was Mackie of Calvertsholm’ s sheep.

Anvway , Irving bought them, got them into baskets and
started selling them round the houses. It was so
successful that he soon got a cart, and then a van.
l.ater he bought the lst prize bullock st Arnnan for what
seemned & terrible price in these days, but -~ as usual -
it paid off.

Irving had two zons, one of whom did well, the other
nat, but he wasn’ 't swe which name was which. Try John
Irving, formerly 2 motor business in the Bands,
Dumfries. O possibly Tom,

See also Graham of Mossknow.
Mackie in Redhouse
Coltart

Beltenmont (McocdArthurd . After leaving the mill they
toonk 9 acres across the road. Mainly grass, bult they
kept evervthing. They used to buy poultry to sell, and
dead rabbits, which they sold to Bheffield. They also
gold & lot of plovers’ eggs which were highly esteemsd
i L.ondon hotels, Ore of the less pleasant iobs he had
was to go to the Moss to pull moss for boxes for
transporting the egos.

Hiw father had served his time as a cobbler.

Broathill (Glendinming). Glendinning waz a great old
character, used to whistle to the birds (I've a feeling
Me said he was weed. He had a son Eddie and 2 girls.
{The Abel Mitchell calf story was at Broathill, see
over) .

Morth Angles — at Irvington - just & house -~ ruined.
Hillhead (Elliot} — Jimmy Elilioct, agreat churchman,

guiet, nice, 2 daughters who both married Bobby Graham
(Boales). Try SBurrone, Gretna, where she may still
live — zsge Calvertsholm,
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Hayfield (Davidson? - Convereation fees Jobhn Davidson
got diverted to talking about the coal merchant.

Mewhope {(Dunliop? - an ald worihy.

Mewton Farigh? - Gentleman farmers. A man White
wor-bed for him.

L.c
Calvertsholm (Mackie! — see also Curling pond. Mackie
was mentioned in reference to shows ~ but talk
diverted. I think he was a good farmer ~ also had
Hillhead. Said to have paid £11000, people thought a
lLot, but sold for £40000 soon after.

Redhouse (Mackie!) - fAnocther good farmer. His father
told & story about old Mackie. One bad vear the corn
had ot "het’ in the stacks and had twned & reddish
ol our when e browght it to the Mill. Other farmers
teased him ~ "What's this, a new kind of corn?’ MHis
reply, ‘Yes - Red Early’.

pMouthi il % Cranberry — Burnett brothers. Used to show
horses. Son &till in one of the farms.

Wiliiamsftield {Rogersond - was & dairy farm — as many
W,

Broats (H.T. Bell) — He didn 't really know FE.T. Bell,
but he had the repubation of being & wild drinker. A
pal of Fae of Hirkpatrick House. Ask Dave Mitchell.
The eldest son, Alan, went abroad, died in an accident
with & horse, he thought. He knew Jdimmy (voungest),
Rod, HMary and annie.

PHillhead/dest Scales (Martindale) - [ got mixed up
here with the different branches of the family.
Martindale now has Todholes. UOne (I thowght he said
Hillhead — but were FMartindale's ever there?™)! used to
show a lot of beasts.

He said something about Mr. FMartindale dving voung and
the mother, a hard, strong character, getting sach son
in turn set up in a farm. Lent money to one, set up,
macie pay back and so on.

Flosh (Halliday) — just mentionsd. I'd =ai1d ‘l.ittle’
af Flosh.

Littie — firs. Davideon used to live on Cupmertreess
Foad.

Dunskellvirig (Motman) -~ See bhand. 'm not sure i+ |

get this right, because I got the MNotmans mixed up, but
it may have been this George Notman who was a rather
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Mimecellany

magy going, lackadaisical farmer, with & Feiry FHow
connection.

Mutbhsrry Fitchell) — The handigst man around sas dbile
Mitehell , who would, for example, be called out by his
nelghbouwrs as & substibute vet. He remesbered oncs him
having 2 terrible struggle brving to deliver a calt and
failing -~ something he didn’'t like at &ll. He was &
great Chuwohy man, wvery nice, as was his wife. Ouiet.
tall, like his son Jim, & big nice guiet man, but with
a strong sense o humowr, liksd a icke.

Myasby FMaing (Hob Sloan) - 8till alive, well ovsr 80,
lives near KHirtlebridge.

Cove {Mrs. Moir, Ritchis) - Recalls Mrs. Moivr, a great
lady who loved children, used to give parties in the
Big house. Ritchie came later and developed the Tave -
hut as & bov they did call it Bruce’'s Lave.

Mogsbknow (Hraham? - He had a high regard for the
Grahams. Me liked Fergus - & small, guiet man, ran
Soouwts.  Mre. Braham — a Bell-Irving — was awfully good
to the village -~ "Mell of a bright’. Fergus was very
‘genteal .

Thers used to be fetee at Mossknow, but he didn 't
remenber any Flower shows.

There was guite an gstablishment. FMary WHhite lived at
the Lodge. There was a forester, a game-kespsr, a
gardenser. He recalled the names Mclean and MeDonald as
ganekeepers (who lived ngar Beltenmont). So did the
head gardensr, Anderson. His son was called Willie,
and was last heard of around Grahamshill, where he may
whill be. Andereon bthe Gardener was & big tall man.
The last man in Mossknow Sawmilly he thinks, was
dobinston.

There is stone at Eirkpatrick House with a mark o it
which is said by popular lsgend fo have been causzed by
a tduel between a 19th century Graham and his
contemporary Hag. (Frobakly untrue, but a good shtoryd.

Foorhousze ~ The immates ogften went put to work in the
farms, at the threshing mill and so on.

Mantioned Geordie Moffat.

Isabella Moon - sold svervihing. Marry, now dead, very
tall. PFeggy — alsg tall, could still bhe in London.
Coltart, the local blacksmith — zee his daughter in
Whithorn, Mre. hindsay. Then Grabham whose sone, both
characters, are in Calvertsholm {lan) and Riggheads
leslisd. Arnother blacksmith, Jdim Curvie, killed pigs.
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