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Intervisw with Margaret Little Znd Decemnber 1984
{or Devidson?

Mie Davidson, 91, lives with her nephesw (7, George Bell in Mewpark
Crescent {7, fAnfhan.  bot so fortheooming as some, possibly because of
ey age, but helpsd by Mr Bell (aged a8, who has the strongest
Firkpatrick Flesming accent I've met vet. Hexr Family moved to Flosh

wher she was | yvear old (18%6).

Bohool Blackie Brown was stoutish "like wvou', white halred,
very strict.,  Bhe had to walbk one and & half miles to
sohoel , so she had Lo stay for dinner time and 1iked
getting soup from the soup kitchen (an apparent
contradiction to Mre Lorrainel. This was between the
Hail and FMotfats, 1d a bowl. MHer other teachers, all
Ooka, were Mieges Christie, Graham and Dunkeld., She
remenbered going in carts to Springkell for a school
picoic, but didn't recollect sportes.

M Bell was taught while Ras and MHoog were pasters.
They werse all frightened by Mre Hogg, A nioce teacher
waw Mises Jarding, who belonged to Jehnstone ﬁrlcqeu e
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T wwﬁf’ﬁwed w&thout rﬁmm&ﬁ% - uniess the
remark that in thp<e days people were normally afraid
of heachers — Miss Barclav.

She like Mres Lorraine, mentionsd evening classes.

Beorge Bell rememsbered trips but I'm not sure
school /Sundey School) in buses to Silleoth or Moffat.

Church M David Sraham, a nice old man, lived with his 5*&{er
4 ¥
i the mansze. Then came John Walker, wvery nice, who

had 2 bove and 2 girls. Firr Fyvffe was a very slow
anpvem lopse

The Jdehnson-Fergusons ussd o go to Hirkpaterick Fleming
Chureh and sit upstairs.

Lay preachers somelines came to Hollees,

Mer father was an elder at the Chuarch. They showsd the
appreciation given by Mr Walbker when he died. (In, I
think, Annandsie (Observer!. Others were Abel Mitchell,
dohn Beattie {(Blackyebt), Sam Wellace, John amont, Me
little ~ welli-built, not stout {(this seesme chne of her
stock defining terms), very decent living, oied
suddenly. He'd hesn to a funeral in Edinburgh, came
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Spoart and
Entertail nment

home, sowsd oorn, went to bed, died of a heart attack
at midnight., George Litile. Mot a singee. Only 57,
lesving (unless one already dead) a family of 8 (sister
died aged 4, took fite). FMost lived Lill 80°=,

The lay preachers went through the villiage, had
meaetings in the hall.

The cholr solree was a great occaesion, for which
gveryons would hurn out. In the hall. The besdle’' s
clawghter — Miss Tuwnbull - sang, Jim Fitchell sang (7,
Jim Irving (Shawrigg?, & great comic, did turns.

Bhe was married by Mr Walker (28.10.1%18 ~ James
Davidson, Victoria Terrace (30) and Margaret Little
RSy, Flosh — Hanse!. WHeddings were either at homne or
i bhe Manse. Jobn Beattie's daughter was married the
same oav. It was very guiet after the wedding, for
which a typical pressnt was 3 jugs. {There were in
fact 2 weddings that day ~ Tom Eelly and Janet Bmatltie,
Blackyett, in the Church; Davidson - Littley; and

Wi lliam Twaddle to Mary Snn Harkness, at Irvington,)

She recal led Filower Shows at Mossknow, but Beoroge Bell
counld not.  GOuite a wee show, with sports.

They playved skipping and so on.

Buciting was, she thought, at the back of the soup
kitohen.

Cur-ling — a pond at Calvertsholm, not good (George
Belll.

Hurmting — RBell-lrvings and Violet Grahsm hunted.

O winter nights Davie Burnie the cobbler used to kesp
hise shop open, and lads could play dominoes.

jeordie Glendinning, a pal of her father & was a
character and a gresal violinist. Storizs are told of
him, which were obviously very amusing at the time.

Cine told how he and George Little went to Edinburgh for
a week-end, had 2 grand time - went to the pictuwres at
night, and walking through EBdinbwrgh, Geordie
Glendinning suddenly exclaimed "Ave Geordie -~ there' s
Tammy the Tramp. ™ He was from Broathill. Heatbterly’
John Burnis and John Thomson plaved at dances,

blo whist drives €111 she was older. George Bell plaved

whiles, but was put off by those who couldn t stand a

loss.,
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Soiress mentionsd -~ see Churoh.

The main Hollee shop was Miss Jobnston s for groceries.
For omlothes go o Tom Irving (later Molntosh). Then
Bell sedt up grocer s shop. Sam Wallace had a2 big
family and his sons were tailors. His son Bob set oup
in Fairyvraw before going to Mew Zesaland. There were
pooasional cheapiacks (this net said wiith contidenosl.

Geep-ge Bell recalled Davie Burnie, cobbler and his aunt
Bella Barnie, the cobbler. Htowt, very nice, guiet.
(I must have been he who mentioned the dominoss).

Heattie had the cormn mill, went to Australia. Hie
prrother was in Dornock. The last miller, Fraser, mnade
peapper ard eslt dishes, one of which they showed me.

T looked, but digdn 't feel like mothled marble.
Ferhaps, they thought, bones He also made walbking
sticks. Don't bknow where he came from or where he went
o I

Thedir doctor weas Doctor Gilvrey, then Doctor Elder.,
They used to cvele, in Gilroy’ s time, to Waltesrbeck for
medicing.,

The $1lu 7)) epidemic was awfu bad in Annan ~ perhaps
mot mo bad in Kirbkpateick Fleming. People didn't go
cften to dnnan - perhaps they 'd ovele there. The
roade, of course, weren t tarmac - they uveed to roll
stones with waber i Lo the soil. They used to walk
barefeet to school io summer. Davieg Davideson was the
AL AT .

Thare waere & lot of poachers - usually well boowen. 1
was said the Broatohes were evicted from Grabhamshill
+or shooting a ohessant.

Cove quarry was dn full swing. neople came from as far
as Dreca fand from Irvingbon to Corsehilll. Lamb had a
ig Family arnd went o the Carlisle area.

See sconomis for Brostoh.

Bee, for Brosthill and Glendioning., sport and
entertainment.

The Littles were tenants at Flosh, which belonged to a

Lockerbie solicitor, Riddichk. Mived — fgeding cattle,
ahaspn, piligs, arable. Thaere was a pump outside, with

paratfin lamps. Over &0 vears ago they left for annan.
(Fut later I have "left Flosh for Bcclefsechan ). losh
ard Broathill were remarkabls in that the tenants had
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no lease, and could be put out at any time. Most farms
fad a 1% vear lesee which could be broben aftber 5, 1O

verar s ar at death. The old house a2t Flosh had & date
on the window {look middle front door, date, 1750, on

wincdow to righty. They used to buwn pest, cast on
their own moss, George Bell s grandfather used to
cast, and George barrowsd 4t - 8 peate alt & time.  They
had coal toeo.  They allowed the folk at Fairyraw bo
cast pealt free Mavbe thevy'd do a day at harvest in
Fraturnd .

Har %) granny used to take butter to Annan by trap
irecalled by cbthers, nob by herd. It was packed at
Davie Soaife . rarlier & ‘morganette’ (wagon T ledt
Ferom Langholm on 2 narket day and picked up evervones on
bive way to Annan.

The Littles eventually left Flosh because there were X
bBrothers who couldn't atfford to buy the fara, so
Halliday {haulaged took it

They made bDutter, not cheese. ucks, geeszse, turkevs,
hens. Mo regulsasr workers ~ ook people on abt harvest.

Other farms — Farilsh, MNewbon. Jim married lisseddeee
Fewp. e sl gdela aunt e, g Gunt ﬁé et e g irgm Cr&;ﬁf
== o
BT Bell, Broaste, — drink problem.  #dnnie left -
=/ . 5 s 2
#lLongtown, Doad disd vear since.

The Littles were very triendly with the Mditochells
(Mutherry) . Jdim used to come every SBunday morning, and
his grandfather was also a very regular visitor.  Abel
vismited too. I+ anything went wrong vou sent for Absl.

The Listers of Oranberry were mentioned, without
ereanmerit .

Beattis, Wickstthorn, very kind but hard to get on
with. George ' s mother dressed bim for his funeral.
They never saw Tom Beatliie's wife out exoept at Church
= but nice, aguiet {(this from George Bell).

Suld Seorge Blendinning ~ see above - went to
Whitespotts, Auldgirih.

The best farm 7 Uegorge Bell thooght mavbe Eirklands,
Broats was good, with more rough ground. Calvertsholm,
Hicketthorn were guid,.

eamont took Broathiil. Dairvman at Dornocktown, Lo
Howgi llside, then Frestonfield, then Broathill. Big
Family.
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Gentry - Fergus Graham had a sister, Gladys. Miss Graham never
mareisd. Theresa was the youngest. Yiglet hunted.
Miss Graham was very reserved. Leslie, regilstrar,
winrked there. They sold because they were short of
MCH @Y .

Miscellaneous I have a note which seems to suggest that George Bell
had the village shop in Hollee. (Hee refsrences in
otfer interviews to Bell s shopl.

fter she left school Margsrst Litle worked at home,
helping her mobther.

B Baptisms: born 12,5, 1918 and baptised 2.10.1918,
George Little Bell, son of John Bell and Jaret
Johnetons Little, at Broates Cottage ~ Thev were married
at the Manse Z1.6.1%18 — he from Hollee, {aged 2Z8), =he
from Flosh (aged 32, He had a sister, Fary Jane (born
Febiruary 19200, Janest (born Movember 193210.
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