BN HILL  BERUEST

Interview with Miss FMolly Mackie 2%rd September, 1984

Miws Mackie — and her sister Annie — had been mentioned to me as the
Mub of parish social life.  She herself, now living in Lochmaben,
describes herself as probably the oldest swwviving inhabitanmt. Her
menory seems very clear. Iy her house are a number of prints of
Giretna, where, I think her {forebears came. Her father was, I think
Hugh Mackie, her mother from Cumberland.

Hport and She was very active in the tennis club, which was (at

Entertainment firet) where the old bowling gresn was, in Hewbton, and
then at Toppinghead (I think given land by Frse. Rasl.
It stopped around World War II. Tennis probably
started at the manse — Mr. Walker kept it cut for them.
Alarn Hogg played at holiday time.  Others were J.
Burmett, HMarry Davidson, John Mackie - I think these
were regarded as the best plaverse. The plavers used to
leave their tennis shoes in the club, but Jenny Graham
fat the end of the season™) took them all home, cleaned
them and tried to pair them — 2 rather useless
activity, since as soon as the new season started
people just put on any two that seemed to fit. Bill
Wallker also a good plaver.

Howling — the old green was alt the back of s Cobbler’'s
shop, btoo far away to be convenient.

Football, at the Station field took =& lot of people
away +trom the tennis. (I have a note "In Kirkpatrick
house, Ham(?) mother — go back to field - wooden hut -~
mo toilet facilities. I think this must refer to the
tennis couwrtl.

Sowial Club — run by Fir. Rae, Schoolmaster ~ a few
vears — good spealkers.

The Orchestra — Folly was in, and her sister planist.
Urganised by Mr. Walker, 17 +iddles (™) Bhe was later

in {and organiser off) country dance teams, of which
zhe showed me photographs from their numerous
victories. I got down some of the names ~ Moira
dohneton, Mrs. Wvilie, Molly Machkie. Annie Lamont, Mrs,
Collinge, Miss Johnston (marriesd Lindeay Irving).

Mrs. Twnbull -~ Mises Hill (dressmakers ~ possibly in
farm, Clarencefield Areal, Mre. Hyvslop (sister? of Hiss
Hill — President Dumfriesshire W.R.I1.).
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Mre. Collinge plaved at their classes and festivals,
Annie not confident enough foar that,

The hub of the social life was Me. & Mes, Kerr, of the
Foorhouse, who arranged the Foorhowse Concert, a great
oroasion -~ once & vear. The inmates watched {for so
long and then were sent to bed - very elite,

There werse loads of Whist Drives, and & lob of bridge
was plaved, mainly in houses. She still plavs at
Lochmabaen, of which she was treasuwrer for & number of
VERIE .

Musical evenings wers the big thing.

She gquoted "old Mr. Davidson’ sayving that there used to
be a special trains for shooting parties in (Y "8Sir
Jabis® time’.

W.FR.I. also mentioned.

She went te Chapelbnows United Free Chuarch.
(' Frecentor’ - was she precentor?).  She was organist
tor 3E vears.

Fev., John Walker was a wondeer+ful man, great family
friend. {78he haz an etching of Redhouse done by himd.
After leaving Chapelbnowe, she went to the parish
chuwrch. Fev. Eric Duncan moved on, guite well knowm.
flesn Mokenzie.

Hayfield were great United Free Church people.

They had & little sale of worlk +or books 4o the
village school, which the head wanted. Wdhen she was
there Fercy Topless (now famous as the "'Monocoled
Mutinesr ") came in and was given a cup of tea. 2 davs
later he was shot at Penrith. He slept at West Bretton
the night before.

The Whipper-in, and registrar was J.B. Leslie, the
viglin maker, whao lived at HMossbknow Lodge. She had
vy recently sent three of his viglinse to the sale
I TS &

fifter the bretna rail crash, the schoolmaster - the
rascalry old Christie - got the pupils to write to the
relatives of the soldiers. iMotes ~ ‘all brought
potata ~ very funny. I think he told them they were to
bring produce to supplement his wages). She showed a
school photo with him in it. HMiss HMurray also taught
her.
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0ld people telked asbhout Blackie Brown, the previous
teacher - old and doddering. {Mhers ~ Ohristie -

Mokerchar -~ BFag (I have Gringer in brackets) whose
daughter married Roddick the auctionser, and died 2

YEAr s @il

Later, Mogg, whose son married Edith Walker., During
the war Mro Doull, whe is still alive in &,

Ancther note I can't translate, perbhaps to do with the
sehonl o~ TTrans?/ Tramse? — (Trains?) 13 vears
=MacMiilarn, Monday night - Jess Dickie, Doull started,
to Mewingbond.

{7 "Twe Henderzon - Dr. Snderson ~ sister = Rogers,
B VEYOr? .

llowed by "Douwll — Hogg - Hope - which sakes

(Thie i +o
it relates to the school).

me think

In & schonl photoc she thought she identified thesenr-~
Minnie Moffat, Jenny (%) Jobhnston (now in Lockerbie:,
Georgs Whilte, Sam Hvers, Tom Murray, Tom Mokay, George
Moffat {garage), Wiliie Walker (Manse), Jim Collinge,
Golin Davidsgon, Hlsie Heolellan, Jess Muarray (nother of
Flevw, William Mivend, Habth Johnston {still unmarcied,
liwes in Annan? .

Mr. & Mres., Noon had an empor-ium. Moftate ~  whose
descendants still own, were in business. Forestry
wirkers from British Hondweas., A sawmill at Mosskoow
fow croesed by 474, The A4 closed the ftop avenus to
Mossknow (East Lodged.

Cove (uarry.
Mat Wallace made clerical grey suits. Gfter him there
wag no loacal tailor but there were good ones in

Paglesfield,

There was alwave a good blacksmith at Merkland until
the last one, lrving.

The A4 also cut through Redhouse.
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Feople

Mizcellangous

Fergus Orabham gave the impression of being something of
an intellectual , although she wasn 't aware of any
rmotable achigvemsnts. Ann Graham - highly regarded,
not John. Frevious Grahame were the Colonel and the
feneral .

rrefMrs. Qarruthers brought &1l into the world.

The Mackiss had one of the garliest local cars - a
Swift. (Y think Molly had two brothers).

Hhe thought the Eerrs in the Poorhouse rather severe.
Followsd by — she thought ~ Richardson.

On the Courncil were, at differsnt ftimes, Mr. Beattie
and BErian Johnson-Ferguson. The Beatties bought Wyvssbhy
Mainsg — see Campbell Sheena Beattie.

Fergus Grabam married Elge Hell-Ieving {from, I think,
Whitehillly. :

Mre. Little owned {7 Cove - (Ubscure notes — ‘Lovely’
o Clonely’ - but sepems the former - tall, elegant,
lovely (7)) head. FRed Gross detachment’.

Br. PuoM. Qarlyvle — tha Oaks - descendant of Thomas
Carlyvle.

Vagrants disliked going to the Foorhouse, where they
ware bathed by Mr. & Mrs. Eere. They preferred & barn.
They wore grey denim overalls and had & very spartan
exintence.  She remembered one old man in the Poorbouses
who had been & tap 5 in hand driver - a rare
accomplishment.,

There were & great many wells, sspecially at Redhall.
A field past Redhouse was called the Spoutfield, and
supplied Grahamshill. (I think). ¢ Further along
field beautiful well - covered over., fAmn Graham found
bottom half "3,

She had a remarkable photo faken dust before the Gretna
disaster. The men were working in the fields just
hefore. When the dissster oocurrsd the local Red
{iross, organized by Miss/ Mre. Graham were first on ths
sewne — including, i¥ I've got the story right at least
one of the Mackiss.

Mims Mackie had a story, which 1 have not noted in
detaill, concerning her namesakes, Mizs HMacgkie, and the
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Faps., BHot, anveay, the facts are well known.

I have also noted, but cannot recall why " Teo Miss
Bmithes’.

M. Fae - Mamish s fabher

— was prominent in the
orchestera.,

Sport and They had a lovely big village hall at which

frachmi rt o
Entertainment and dances took place,
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