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AN HILL RESEARCH
Interview with Me and Mrs Bell 138h Febhruary 1987

Foroats

Mre Bell was born in 2 cottage at Broasts in 1940 but was brought up
mainly at Hangingshaw from the age of 9, where his father went,
leaving his 2 brothers to run Breate. Me Bell returned to Broats 9
veare ago. He and his wife are keen on wildlife - so they don’'t shoot
pheasants. Although Mr Bell has not lived long in the parish, Broats
has been a family properiy for many years, and they have an estate map
of 1851,

-

A number of points which come up are mentionegd briefly, in M
Wallace s report.

Main iitems - Hrosts, the Bell family.

Sohool Mr Bell was at Eivkpatrick Fleming school for only2/5
weebks, His older sister Margarest (boen J9EEY who lives
at Fiddings often talks abhout Kirkpatrick Fileming
mehool. But st Applegarth he was taught by Miss
Barclay, was orne of her favourites, who persuaded hilm
Lo go to MWallace Hall. dhen he last hesard she was in
ore 0f the Hill Strest flats in Dumfries - he thought
o heEr oas Deing very intelligent, and mentioned that
she had a Hussisn associats,

Chwroh The Bells are pretty regular chuwoh atiesnders, and he
was invited (but refuased? to be an elder. They did not
Fave much to say abouid the history recent or
ohherwi se) about the chureh,

Eoonomio He remsombered a shop at frvington -~ and 8 wee sweelie
shiony fat Hollee 23,

Mol lee tacks wilh Hroathill ~ see farmns.

Sposet ard M and Mrs Bell used to ride. lL.ong ago the hunt
Entertainment sometimes met at Broats. They still have a pony, but
dust oass s pet,

Tiesy don 't let the shooting.

The Bells have an atbhletic tradition. BT Bell won a
lot of aports cups as a boy at Merchiston - his
speciality being the 'long leap’. At one Time, too, he
went in for point-to-polint races, and they have 2 cups,
dated 1889 and 1700. He - or perhaps his brother, won
the UOpen race at FRoberthill Poeint-~to-Foint,
Dumtfrissshire Huntl . Hiz fathsr was & sports aohampion
at #Annan and he himeeld won the mile at Wailace Hall -
But their children show no inclination to carry on the
gporting tradition.
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Farms argd
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Broats iz, and was, mainly & sheep farm - 5300 swes,

Hie two uncles also reared guite a2 lot of heidter daicy
replatenants - bought in ag stirks. Im the last 4
vears they ve moved towards continental beef catile.
Broats wsed to win & lobt of prizes both for sheep and
cattle, and =till scmetimes do,  He gave me details of
e $ipok, which 've not taben down, but 1 think ih is
rnainly cross-bred Cheviots and Buftolbks.  They would
show at Lockerbie and Dumdries, alibough bis uncles
rrarely showed.
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e bhe 4tk generation of Bells in Brosts. Some
amily history will come later, but the Broats seguence
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They have s letter from Moclonald and Roddick to BT
Bell about the estate of John Bell, who died in (901,
Addressed to Robert 7 Bell, Brosts, it savs that “vou
prald for Broasts in 1507 £10,644, on the basis of a
valuation by David Eirkpatrick and W M Veitoch in
September 1903 (but dthey were alrvready tenants).
Hurdens on the estate were loans for £6,000 (Edinburgh
Merohant Company) and £800 at 4% from s Longmuir,
But, according to the letter, the gestate went for
£ELL,000 ard £1%,000 at Public Roup in 18462 and 1843,
Why 1t was =0 mubh tege in 1907 is not statsd:
certainly there was & decline in values aftter L1880, but
to that extent:; more likely the sstate had beer
reduced in size — unless | have mis-read ths letter,
The sameg lstier sayvs thait his father got Pr@ﬂteﬁhail in
T8EE for £46,880 and sold it o his BT Bell s
Brprobher, William for sbout £4,950, I also hava wre i bten
"bought by present cwner 1913 £4, 8807 which seemns Lo
relate to Prestonhall.,

Eroathill, it says, inclodes the Holles teack, was
bought by his father in 1881 for £85,250 and seold to his
Drother George for £3,875, with burdens of £52, 107« to
My George Bell, and & bond for £750.

ok Bell also, 1 othink, bouosht Gullislands in JEEO

(E4,000) and sold it to George in 1907 $fop £5, 2005,

e

Bree

The letter save that Hollees tack duites were e
per annum. and the rents of the small fieldis)y of
Eroathill were £14 per annum.

The house had & 1742 datestons under the porch - was
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Built on. ~gzumsa farm buildings are very old. Rob
Froctor, their workman, who lives in one of the
cottages, says there was onoce a2 smiddy at Cleuchside.

Thiee oldest water supply was Jock's Heole, bkehind the
house, repubtedly an old iron spring, probably dewnk for
Mealth. It tastes very bhititer, with & lot of oxide so
that i+ the shegp fall into the trough across the rosd
o the yvard they come oult orange, and the troughs have
to be cleaned oul once & year. (It goes by a pipe
through the orchard, across the road.) They think that
+lagstones at the back deoor izince removed) marked the
wite of a well., The main well, st the back of the
field, gives a good supply of clear water, sven in
drought vears. i

The farm has a bit of peat moss, an extensicon of
Mutberry, which he tried to use for cattle last vear
before deciding it would cost too mach.

At the top of the fara the soil iz blacker, and the
diteches have gravel bottoms.

We discussed the fisgld names and old cottages.  Aoross
the road at Frank's Fileld — probably called afiter a
cattleman, are the remains of a houss (On Crecs road).
The drains in this field are very old but etill work
weell - tiled, pipe and collar type, running in opposite
directions fcould this sugoest formerly twe separate
Tields?).

dock 's Hole, which is fernced off, may be ¥ feet deep.
In Frank’'s Field there’'s a lot of sandstone and rubble,

The Fisglds have been altered & great deal, with fernces
taken out, and the wood cul down. MHe counted about 30
Fieldes in the 1851 mapy now there are 19 plus the moss.

Bootetield (Scott’'=s Field), I have noted, is 991 aores.

There was & stockman s house on the track to Cove atb
the far north of the farm — a =tone house with & clay

F 1o, (Wouid this be MNMorth Angle?) There was anobiee
Mouss beside bthe pond - which they had filled in.

Comparsd with the 1831 map the then "Meadow’ has
reverted to moss, and the faro cotltages are now sast of
the Dornock Burn. in 1851 the farm was possessed by Me
Fergusson (ong of the authorities in the 0.5. Mame
Bowak ) and ownsd by Jobn Ferguson esgulre.

Hame of what would appear to be original ditohes are
wtill there, some filled in.
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PLOSH - BREFTH «(

The fleld ouwtside the house is called "The Orchard’ -~
which refers to arocund 50 vears ago.

The Jail Field and Low Jail Fields - no real ddea why
=0 called,

fhere used to be a footpath through the moss to the

The
gate at the Wee Flosh Field.

Meae the Flosh-Brosthill boundasy, at the highest point
oori that side of the fare, is the platform of a height
Finder, which is pozsibly connected with the airfield.

There are no signs of the smiddy below the road, but
Fug " d heasrd that remains had been found in ploughing.

They now groaw about 110 acres of grass for silage and
pasture, 73 to B acvres barley (for feeding the sheep).
He started silage about 1980G. Before that 440/50 acres
barley, tunips and hay., The cattle go mainly to the
Dumfries F M 0, the sheep to Longtown and énnan, bub
they do some private trading, mainly Suffollk oross swe
lambse for hresding.

His +abthsr vsed to say there were lots of rabbites on
thie farm., There are fores in the moss, and nese Cove.
A mole catcher comes svery vear and gets about 60 o 70
in & or 3 days. There are also badgers, barn owls,
daves, woodpeockers and sguirrels,

They have some cld farm machinery — such as an old
clipping machine, and an old oig. He talked too about
art old cake mabker and & bruiser, old and rusting, but I
clorn t krow 14 this survives. Mroats is & listed
Building. The small old fashioned window panes had to
be tabken out after special permission. The vard, too,
had some old buildings, including & dangerous doveoot
which he'd taken down before he bnew he sbhouldn b, ez
weas asked about it. There iz also the building which
houwsed the steam driven threshing mill {mentioned in
‘Mame Book' - but he'd heard of it being in use much
later). Hut he knows of no ice house. Most of the
buildings were built of stone from thelr now unused
ouaEr Ty, behind (he cottages nest Dornock Burn (Orecs
Fezacdd o

The house used to have {flagstons fleoers in the kitohen
arnd elsewhere - and there was no water in the kitchen.
The water was in an outbwilding at the back of the
houss, where there is still the big old wash house

Ireai e, Fart of the farm was taken over as an aivrfield
i Morld War 2 - see miscellaneous ~ probably about
acres altogether. '
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There used Lo be a rpad to Irvingion, now private, with
gates a2t sach snd, on Cowncil’'s agressent - but he's

i te happy for psople bo use it.
Femains of ancient sonument - 8 D D letdter, 7.12.1%976,
with map.

The airfisld. For training pilots in borld dWae 20—
woiztd cut down for, Little remains ~ odd cement but
asme, hangers probabtly sold off. He believes they flew
eld Gypsy Moths, certainly very small planes. Probably
soms offilcers were billeted on the farm, and thers must
have been &8 camp and mess hoats,

Midaecel i aneous

s

The Bell famllys-

1 obewie Hell came from Liverpoo to Mainbolm as & farm
student, married Mary Calwvert, the farmers daughter.,
He (given a8 Lewis Bell of Todholes) died L1830, aget

"
A&, she in 1878 aged BU - the headstone is in Dornock

=3

i}

= Eeorge Bell (mareied Agres Thomson, Tullisfield) hadg
a rnumber of children - William imarrisd Elizabeth
Brattis, 8hillahilll), John, Robert and James {(all to
Australial) and 3 daughters.

BWLLliam, Angus (P, Fobeet R T) and Lewis, John and
Jilmmy (all 3 to SGushtralisz). BT, I think, married a
Johnston. There may have been another Georges.

4 =
Jeihin

had Lewis, Dod, Alan (to Sustraliasd, Jimmy,

?

in Worid War 1), Hary, Jdean and Annie.

The family fortune ls believed to have come from ong of
those who went to dustralia Glohn %), and may have bheen

won largely through gembling. F "§" fFBall had the
reputation of being a wild, hard deinking man. I think

M- Bell seid that R T's sons in consegquence were eithae
non-drinkaers o took wvery littles -~ but I'm not sure of
this.

The family are related to the Grabams who were in
Wysebvhiil.

M Bell thought that his eldest sister, Mres Hardy in
Hiddings farm, would be well worith a visit,

Jied 0

B John Bell ——dbded dustralis, near Geelong - where he
‘ﬁg_.“ W7 % =

fk gave & ot of land bto towns and "Bell Park’ is called

i @tter him. It has & gold coures and a hospital was

N Built on the Land. Thesy think this iz the John Bell

witvey discd in 1901,
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