ARHM O HILL RESEARCH

Interview with Jack Burneth 7Eh Januwary 1787

Jack Burnett and his wife live at Broadlands, a bungalow near Robgill
Tower. fAged 72, he still works at Nouthill esveryday. His wife comes
from Penrith, but had been in the area long enough to be able to help
With the interview. T had hoped to learn mainly about horse—-showing
and curling. As it twned out, he didn’'t say much about curling, but
had a good deal to say about the tennis club and the Victory/Victoria
Band, as well as farming.

Mre Burnett, & keen baker, provided a very pleasant supper.

({ SGohool M- Burmett didn’t go to BEirkpatrick Fleming school buot

) to Gretra Township {a 2 mile wallk), the family having
started there when they lived at Whinnyrig (They moved
to Cranberry about 1908}, The school was upgraded
about that time, =0 that he ztaved on there and took
Mie advanced certificate, afthter which vou could, if vou
wished transfer to further education. His father, who
left aged 13, had won the dux medal at Gretna.

Mer knew some of the Hirkpatrick Fleming teachers —~ Hogg
{agquite a nice man?, who plaved tennis, Jamgs Raeg, and
My Doull {whom they liksd), who had no family. Hogg
and Doull both came from Wamphray. Pas's family wers
about the same age ag himself.

Me also mentioned that his aunt VI Violet - was a
oookery tescher (She married Bob Sloan).

(_ Church The Bwnett s used to provide horsesz to take the
children to the Bunday School treat before they started
ueing charabancs.,  You needed & guist natuwred horse for
that. He remembersd trips to Mossknow and doodhouse.
He also mentioned the Sunday School going to Rockeliffe
by train.

He hmimeelf went to Sunday School , and later to the
Bible Class. I think he said that his sister taught in
the Sunday School. His father was an elder in the
church, and he thought they had an old photograph of
the Sesesion — but his wife said no -~ with Willie
Rogerson of Williamstfield in it.

He talbked of the ministers. WHalker, “a grealbt man’,
Fvffe good, Duncan very clever, left the ministry
became a headmaszter, they thought, perhaps near o in
Duntermline.  Audrey Duncan, his daughter, was very
friendly with Jachk Burnestt’'s sister, and used to vieit
her at Mutberry (Jack Burnett’'s sister married Irving,
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Bport and
Erntertainment

who teok Mutbherry when Jim Mitochell left for
Berwickshire aboul 1943). He was asked by Me
Cartwright to becoms an elder, but he didn't 1ike M
Cartwight {one day they tuwned up abt chureh and found
the communion ralls had dissppeared). They also seemed
eyt wvery keen on M Gregory, but they had & high regard
for D Horsbuarogh, MekFernsie was guite nice, guiel
christened their boys. Bout one thing to be sald for Mr
Cartwright was that he could preach a good sermon when
he wantsd fto. He died very soon atter leaving — having
gone to rkney, 1 gather that some of the congregation
tried to get rid of him.

The only other point about the church was his remark
that Willie Rogereon was a great churchman.

For showing horses sege Farming .

Curlings— Hisg father was a keen curler, went to
Crossnvlioot and Avr, won cupisl at the latiter. Hig
team-mates were Jim Mackie {(Calvertsholmd), Jim Irving
{Bhawrig) and Bobby fSraham (Scales). John HMackie
{Hedhouse) was anobther good cuerlesr, I got the
impression that Jim Mackie was his closest curling
associate,  Hut Jack Buwrnett s not himseld a curler.

His father was also a great green bowler at Grestoa. At
one time there was a bowling green at Hirkpatrick
Fleming.

datk Burnetl himseld plaved a lot of tennis and won a
few prizes leocally. At one tieme there must have been up
to about 40 meonbhers - 1t was the main summer sport.
Hannah Wyllie, Davidsons of Hayfield, Hogyg (the school
master) ; the Rass of Hirkpatrick, and the Macklies were
the plavers he bhest resembered. He mentioned that the
court had originally been where the new houses are, and
then moved — I forgot to ask when - to Toppinghead.
There were two courts, and such was the demand that you
were lucky to get two games a night. But membership
gdwindled until there were only eight or o left. I
wontdered 14 the departure of Me Hogg could have hit the
club, but he thought it was in decline well before

that . A man was pald to maintain the courts.

Aanother strong ftennis playver was Jenny GBraham, who was
arn outstanding badminton gl aver. Badminton was
avallable on Tussday and Thursday evenings in the haill,
carpet bowling on Monday, Wednesday, Friday — but in
both cases priority booking was given to dances or
whist drives (e.g. for the Infirmary). The badminton
was like the tennis ~ you pult yvowr name down, got your
turm, a&nd would be lucky to get two games in your
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evening (say 7.00 to 9.30). You could also play
domninoes. The "big man’ in carpet bowling, he thought,
was Jim Johnstone. M Fyffe - although not a
particularly active plaver — used to go te the club.

dJack Burnett went to whist drives, and used to play
nap. He had never playved bridge but knew that the
Mackies were keen players. He alzo mentioned lan and
Jdean Graham, now in Orabtree, Gretna, ss members of one
wf the local teams {(presumably Annan). These are
connections of Jenny Graham {(abover and Grabam the
blacksmith.

There was no hare cowrsing in the parish ~ but near
Arrar .

He took part, sometimess successfully, in ploughing
matches in Gretna and district.

He alzg plaved football, but not in & team.

HMe plaved in the VYictoria or VYictory Dance Band (he
wasn 't guite sure which was ites name, but the {irst
time he called it "VWictoria ). It started probably
before the war, and he thought it had evolved from the
Drama Group (see below). They played throughout the
war, as far as [Lorrie. (During the war there were
petrol restrictions but you got & taxi hire. This may
Mave been made easier for approved concerts in favour
of the troops). Jack played the accordion, Margaret
Collinge the piano, Gavin Fleming from Crowdisknows the
saxophone, Jock MNotman the fiddle and Dave Johnstone
the drums.

They seemed to have played as much for pleaswre as for
money , and often played free to the troops.

Jim Miteohell and Chearlie (surname not given) started a
mort of derama club.  Melly Mackie acted and was a
lovely singer. Jim Mitchell and Jim Irving wused to
sing comic songse.  One was something like -

“Some thinks as we are very much alike,

But we are the opposite’.
Jim Mitehell was very tall, Jim brving very short,
which helped the song.

Efter World War 1 there was a picture house at Gretna.
Sometimes vaudeville acts were put on by touring
companies at Victoria Hall.

Mire Graham of Mosskrnow was a great sporbswomsan,
marvellous with & gun. Bul she hated fto shoot a fox.
There was a story of how they were shooting through the
turnips and kale when they raised a fox. She wouldn 't
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Farming

shoot it — she’'d hunt it with the hounds, she said, but
not shoot it.

Fishing. the EFirtle is ouite good for trout, but is

not & salmon river, although ooccasionally Jdim Irving

£7y got a salmon in his nets which had been trying to
Ewin up river to spakn.

Mo local point to point, not anyvone who Rept ponies,
and not a hunting area.,

They went to Mowthill in 1921, having been previously
in Cranberry (which staved in the hands of hie uncled.
The previous tenants (T think of Nouthill - but check
Valuation Rell, possibly Cranberry) were Twaddles, who
didn 't krnow the farm was coming up for sale and had
lwft for a farm near LCarlisle. His father at first
rented but then bought He liwved {for a
time in & cobttage in "The Valley ', Nouthill.

Froam the start they went in for horses. They broke =
mary & year and worked them on the farm so as to get as
much as they could out of them before selling them.
They would buy them as foals or 2 vear olds at Langhelm
e tor Lanark 7, Qarlisle, Higiown. They seldom
bred the horsss themsslves. Generally they would have
S oor & Clydesdales, and 2 or 3 foalz. They would sell
opne at Candlemas, amd perhaps one sach of the next
thiree months, mavbe breaking in about 6 & vesar. There
were o regular horse fairs nearby by then, but at the
Dumfries Rocd Fair a man Johnstone wused always to have
15 to 20 horses for sale.

They used to show at the local shows - lLockerbie,
Arinan, latterly at Dumfries, and all round Cumberiand,
where every villags uvessd to haig & ahgﬁi The stables
intww the garage) at Nouthill =, o was,) covered wiith
championship rosettes. They showed me ohotographs of
three prize winning horses. Une of their bhest was to
e entered for the Highland Show the last time it was
at Ayr, but was bought by Feter Sharp dust beforehand
and was to go to Canatda. (1 think Sharg may have bheen
merely the agent; John Herr of Redhall also comes into
the storv.? Ite new ownsrs got it accepted as a late
enitry — and i1t won everyihing (In harmess and yvokel.

Horses wers @ntered el ther ag work horses or in
Marness. The Burnetts,; I gatheresd, were sspecially
successtul with the former, but also competed, often
encugh successfully, in the latter. Then the horses
had to be decorsted, brasses polished and 20 on. Hea
would often walk the horse to Carlisgle, leaving at
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B 00 a.m., and get it washed before the show. 1 asied

why he never rode the horse - he wasn’ it sure. It just
wann 't owhat you did. He had also walked horzes to
Dumfries and «lsewherse — sither for shows or to sell

themn - and sheep L0 Longltown. He still shows horses,
put net for himself. There was a colowed photograph
af one he showed recently in Cumbris {(gified by the
Canadian owner, s delighted with its success).

(e of their great successes was to win the Langholm
Cup outright for 4 wins in & row, in 1950, They showed
me Lthe cup. They also won the next Langholm Cup, but
not, I think, for keeps.

Gradually there were {tewsr and fewsr horse shows, and
they stopped competing. His sons have no interest in
fiorses alb all, whereas he workted with horses all his
life — he was plovghing before he left school. He
notes with satisfaction that Clydesdales are coming
back into fashion, bult economically they could never
compete with & tractor

The Burneiits got their +irst tractor in 193%. At the
start of the wer his father was on a committees which:
Mad to persuade farners to plough more land for crops,
But many hadon 't tractors, so Jack was sent to ploaugh
land by tractor for miles arcund while horses were
etill being used at Mowthill. He remembered Finishing
at S.00 p.m. one day in Gretna, and Jjust after that a
bomb fell on the field. Mext dayvy the rosds wers all
closed. he was on duty that night as a member of the
Home Buard, loocking after things until the troops came.

fAs well as showing horses they wused to show twnips,
with less success.  They won, often, at Eaglesfield,
Langholm and Lockerbie, and somstimes (not much
success) at the Edinburah Stock Bhow: one vesr they
had & Zrnd and 4th, another a 3rd.

Twoe other parishioners showed horses. His ancle at

Cranberry — with whom they were seidom in direct

campetition, and Bob Sloan (earlier! Beechwood started
-

long after he stopped. Bob bred Z Cawdor Cup winners -
thig, I gather, being the top show.

He thought the 4irst local tractor was John Mackie's inm
Redhouse about 1735 (same year as Alan Hodgson said for
Newton). Electricity came about the same time, with
many attendant developments such &z milking machines,
Hedhouse would probably be firset there too. The
Mackies seemed to have more money than most. They had
the impression that other members of the line kept
dying out without children and left it to Aedhouse.
Molly and Gnnie would be especislly well off. They
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ware exceptionally nice neigbhbours for (1 thdink) %8
WEED S

The main incose for the farm came from cattle. 1t was
a dairy farm, and was alresady such when they got it.
They used to take the milk in cans to catch the 8.00
a.m. train y, whence it went to Dundes {(Dundes
Eauitable). They never had any complainte despite the
fact that it was barely vooled - this being in the davs
when the water cooling syshtem was primitive. Some millk
went to Lockerbie Cheese Factory, who sometimes gave
them lithle round chesses. They (I think Lockerbie)
used to return the whey to the cans, which could be
uesad for feeding the one or two pigs which were kept on
the f+arm. His father had to upgrade the byres at
Mowthill by installing cement +loors,

They grew a few crops, mainly for fesding the
livestock. They talked about an 8 vear break, although
his descrighion agoounted for anly 7 yvears — ocabs,
turnips, hay and 4 yvears grazing. They sowed clover
with thse grass which helped manure the land, Hs
ramarked that, despite its theoretical benefibts, cows
don 't actuwally like clover - they tend to leave it
urigatarn. The only thing they brought in for the cathie
was siab cake {(linseed cake, put through a cabe
preaker?. Befowe they used to collect it from the
wtation in 1B stons bags. Then Jarding, the bretna
grocers, sharted to deliver dte (1 think. They got
gage from the farms which they sent by ftrain to
Blasgow, ot slab cake to bring back from bthe docks.
About the start of World Wee 2 compounds began to be
produced which could be used instead. They didn’'t grow
potatoes until they were forced to in World War 2.
Fedhouse did.

Farm tiles were got from Carluake - none made at
Hirtlebridge in his time.

Hirkpatrick Fleming was never hit by Foot and Mouth,.
The nearest was Fennersaughs. WHhen the first outbreak
poowred they were forbidden to take their carts agross
the road F & M in Dumfries areal). He was then guite
voung . Buring the last epidemic he had a few cattle at
Tarabie {check spelling) near Carlisle, and couldn’t
whift them in time. he could get a permit to take them
to the Border, from Carlisle, and one from Dumfries to
take them from the Border! Yet he was told if the
Carligle cattls caught the dizsaszse, &1l hiz cattle
woulcd bave o be slaughtered. He was told privately
that he was too honest ~ he should have collected them
at night.
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The cattle were at Tarabie because he rented grass
there,. They used also to rent grass parks from
Messbnow {see genbryl. :

o far as he knows there is nothing of interest
Migtorically at NMowthill., The house itselt s very
a1le, although they have added a lot to it, and it is=
rnot listed. When they first went the floors were
simply flagstones, lyving on earth. Most of the rooms
were btoo low to reguire beams, but there were beams
through the kitchen. The walls were 18" thick (but he
spread his hands more Lthan that) and made simply of
sandstone and lime. There were no proper foundations.
They just laid big stones and started to build on top.

There were, in these days, a number of men like old Jdim
Thomson who worked as drainers -~ which they dug with a
sy ache . In Winter they might twrn into hedgers.  They
were ‘working louse’ - l.e. loose, self-emploved.
There was always plenty of labouwr available. Extras
would be taken on for singling tuwrnips, hay and harvest
aryd (in other farms) tatis-picking (the FHirkpatrick
Fleming pronunciation — never “tatty ', always a long
"al).

Me kbrnew Jimmy Donaldson of Sarkshields who used Lo
deliver milk to the village. The top end of the
village usually went to dMewton for milbk, the bottom end
to Coltart's shop. He kept abowt 4 cows.  Mext a man
From Chapelinows started a delivery, Gavin somebody,
But it didn't last long., Jock Netmas, Dunskellyrig,
ang then his son George took over as the main milbmen
uritil pasitewrisation became compulsory.

They took their vats to Beltenmont Mill (Fraser) and
then to Dornock.

Farms carried a fair staff. At Nouthill ddncluding
familyvy there were &; John Mackie had By Jim Duff had
= 1

Horse shoss - gEs economic.
Rent davy -  sgme gentry.
Fat catohers - BER BCOnOmic.
Waber supply - sae genitry.

Holestein cattle mentioned — Celin Davideson keeps -
Lanadian breed of Friesians, reputed very milhky.

Page 7



Gentry

Economic

Balhﬂﬁf K//

Mouthill divided when dusl carriageway made, and bridge
perovided.

Furchase of +tarm — sesg Tarming.

He remembered & big party which was arvranged for John
Graham coming of age. ALl the farmers who were on the
former eshate were invited, and his father, as the
wldest was ashed to make a speech which he sagreesd to
dea.  Unforturnately Jdohn didrn 't turn up!

Mossknow still own some of the fields on Hillhead and
Calvertsholm. He knew about Rent Day, but obviously it
had lost its mystigue by his time.

There had been a good water supply at bMouthill all his
life, btut kefore that old General Brasbham (at first he
caled him "Colomnel ") had objected to the Lower
fnnandale Water Scheme. S0 he put ponds and pumps in
mast of the farms.  They were also expected to get
water from the rocfs. The pumped water ran through
gravel which was supposed to clean it. There were open
ponds at Ssrkside, Williamsfield and Cramberry, and
probably gthers. He remembers the pump standing, but
ot working, at Nowthill. The story about the General
he got from his father.

The RBwnetts used to rent a grase field from Fergus

Sy alvam. When James Graham ‘came oul’ he wanted to farm

the field, but Fergus refused to take it from the
Burnetts. Then Fergus died, and the Burnetts agreed
that James shouwld have it. He died in an air crash not
long atter - he was a terribly nice chap, with a stiff
leg. {They told me where the plane was going -~ Oban™)

Maosshknos Dhow - BEconomic
Mossknow Sawmill — Economic

Sawmill. JdJohn Johnston worked with Leslie about World
War 1, as an apprentice. Lefit, took job at Gretna, but
Leslie reported him for not having done his full S vear
apprenticeship and he was paid off and had to go back
to leslie. But when Lezlie retired Johnston btook over
(gee also ann Braham for Jeohn Johnston) .

Foads were kept by a team of 4 (V) based on Gretna, led
by Willie Jobn White. The roads were so rough that in
the sarly davs you cowld keep wup with the cars. He
tecribed the road making (see also Dave Mitechell) -
stones tipped by the roadside, then broken by gangs of
stone knappers, pult on the road, mixed with seoil, and
ralled. Later they had tar-spraving carts. Men would
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ahovel stones on to the road while the tar was sprayed
{1 've seen this myself). :

Faw people had cars, but pleniy of bhikes, and pony
traps. They geot their first cear "latterly’ — one car
shared betweesen Nouwthill and Oranberery. He got his
Firet bike from Jim Johnstong, who was a8 little older,
s Jack Burrett would get it as Jim grew out of it.
But Moffate shop acted as the middle men. Az well as
being cloggers they had a small bike shop.

There werse 5 cloggers, who ®11 made, didn't just repair
clogs — Moffat, 2 Johnstones.

He taliked about the British Honduras workers.  Soms
were black, some like us, and others probably of Indian
stock. He thought some were actually from Trinddad.
From the way they talked, they had besn consoripted
atter the regular wood cutters had been sent slsewhere.
Thsre was & Lot of trouble betwesn the workers and the
Gmericans who were encanped at Mossknow Wood for oa very
short time. The ill feeling was so dangerous that the
fangriocans were moved slsewhere.  He thought they ware

I byt am £ v T & T —

Lihwere for only asbout 3 wmmh%;;

The BEaglesfield Show stopped in the late 1%
Firkpatrick Fleming had a show al ths “Show Field',
Mossknow, at the back of the lodge. He was a bhoy when
it stopped. He also remembered a show at Chapel kbnowe.

T

Tramps used to comg to Nouthill for mugs of tea and a
prieoe — which they threw away if it wasn 't just right.
The Foor House was a lodging house for them, before
Becomning an old people’ s home.

fAncther road-traveller was old Charlie O'Neil, a basket
malker, who uzed to tall to himzelf.

There were few tinkers, but one group who olaimed to be
genwine gyvpsies from Otterburn ares. The women wused Lo
make and sell paper roses. They wsed & seorel mixturs
o kRill rats at the farms.

Whern his brother took a rat infested farm (Searig) the
ratcatchers were asbked for some of their mixturs, Dut
they insisted on going themselves. They staved 2 or 3
dave, and the poison was very etfective. They mised it
with bran.

He didn 't know of Dr. Carruthers: Drs. Carlyle and

Christie in his time. Dr. GChristie, from Eaglesfield,
wWas alwavs Mnown s£imply as “the Doo .
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Miwocel laneous

B policeman in thae vilage.

Thig blacksmith at one btime bad X o 4 wowrbkmen., Mark
Bimpzmon mades, I think, ‘points’. Morses especially,
those which did road work, nesded shoes very '
freguaently, every foritnight. Conseguently, people had
& regular sappointment with the blacksmith — like 10

@a e o Mondaves.

When he took ocats to Beltenmont he ' d reckon to get
abioul &7 ocwt catmeal from 10512 cwt ocats. MHe could
Just recall Mr Fraser, big, strong, with 8 great bsmard

He thought the guarries finally closed in the "20s, an
that the bowling green had been made for the workegrs.

The sawmill stopped working aboout 20 vears sqo when
dobinston " son went to Eastriggs. It is now just
nettliaes and rubble.

Falitics evobked no response.  He thought that Kerr, th
Foor House governor, might have been on the Council.

Some bite of family history. Mrs Burnett remarbed tha
she'd had & men to look afbter, (Jack, his father and
bowvs {73) so had no time for outside interests. The
Carlisle market, it was agreed, had been a great socia
CICCASL 0N .

His sister, now dead, married lrving of bNutberry. His
brother had disliked farming and gave it up.
Co-incidentally both he and Bob Sloan were in hospital
at the time of the interview. Bob Slaon married hisz
aunt Yiolet, got knocked down crossing the A74 by
tractor, badly hurt, before the new vear. He hazs to
drive the tractor because his grand=on, an epileptic,
ient allowed to.

Characters. O0ld BL1l Irving, & drainer, lived in the
will aoe, In these pre-radio dayse Moffats had a
gramaphone at the end of the shop. They used to say
thalt whenever a new record came on, old Bill wouwld
listen to it twice and thern go off down the road,
whigtling the tuns. He was a great fiddler and lived
in Mewton Cottages.

Bombs. See sarlier Home Guard/Gretna story under
Farming. There was also 8 small bomb dropped atb
MNoodhouse, no—aone could sav why. The only other time
he could remember the Home Guard being called out was
might alert which proved to be a false alarm. a few
giv—raid shelters were built.
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He had another aunt, HMary Jane Burnett. I think she
became a cookery teacher too. Then there was Jos, who
died in borld War 1. Pplitogether theres were 5 boys and
HZgirls in his father's family. Aunt Vi owas not moech

older thar Jack ' s sister.

Fhotographs shown or mentioned - Home Guerd; 4 champio
horses.
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FPeople and Flaces

Jack and Mrs Burnett
Hogg

James Rae

Doull

Violet Burnett
Bob S51oan

Willie Rogersan
Feyv Wal ker

Fev Fyffe

Fev Duncan
Audrey Duncan
Irving (Nutbhervry)
Jim Mitcochell

Fev Cartwright
FRev McKenzie

Fev Brasgory

Mire Moffat

Jim Mackie

Jim Irving

Bobby Graham
John FMackie
Hannah Wylliie
Davidsons

Rass of Hirkpatrick
Molly Mackie
annie Mackie
John Mackie
Jenmny  Grabam

Tan Graham

Jean Graham
Cirabham (blackemith)
Magaret Collinge
Gavin Fleming
Jock Motman

Dave Johnstone
Charlie -

Mfrs Grabam (MAED
Twaddle

Johnston (Hood Fair
Feter Sharp

John Eerr
dardine (grocer)
Jim Johnastone
Jim Thomson
Jimmy Davidson
Colthart

Gavin —

George bMotmar
Fraser

Jim Duff

Colin Davidson
John Graham (MAED
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General GBrabam {(MAED
Fergus Graham (M/AED
James Graham (MR
Colonel Grabham (MAED
John Johnstone isawmill)
J B Leslie

Willie John White
Mrs Moffat

Moffat (shop)
Johnstones (cloggers)
fizorge Johnstone
Charlie O MNeil

Dy Carruthers

Dr Carlvie

r Christie

Mark Simpson

Earr {(Foor House)
Feggy Burnett
Hurnett

Hill Irving

Maryv Jane Burnett

Brooml ands
Whinnevrig
Cranberry
Mossknow
Woodhouse
Williamsfield
Bt berery
Calvertsholm
S
Hrales
Fedhouse
Havfield
Eirkpatrick
Crabtrees
Mouthill passim
The VYalley
Hedhall
Beechuood
Tarabie
Fennersaughs
Sarkshield
Hillhead
Sarkside
Beltenmont
Dunskel lyrig
Dornock Hill
Hillhead
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