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ANk HILL  RESESRCH

Interview with Jim and dgnes Davidson (Addendad
1% Victoria Read, éAnnan., $ormerly Hayfield)

Sochool

Church

HSport and

Erntertailmment

dim Davideon talked again about Mr Christise and Tom
Tait, who was belted "for no reason’ and left school at
12 = but hie may have been because of his father, who
Lived at Redhall, digd and left a voung family, Tom
heing the oldest. Tewn, the bread winner, carried on at
Fedhowse with Charlie Mackies.

He contirmed what othere have said about Mr Christie
peing & heavy drinker. He had a wife, and a daughlter
Cwbrey et with CJobn Drip’, much older, so called
becauss of his nosed.

He used to send bovs to get soup from the soup kitohen.
One day he saw from the window a boy jabbling thes hot
hmwl,[%pilt zome — so/daot belted.

whe Ha boy

The Davidsons went to Chapelknowe for yvears — to Mr
Eaglesham & Church, as did others (ses Fobin Irving)
including Farish of Newton (which may be how Jim
Davidson and Agnes Davideson, m.s. Farish, becane
friendlyv?). Mr Baglesham married s sister of James
Barr, a famous preacher who went intn poelitice for
Labow ., His second son, Robin (7)) went to Russia and
was nevar heard of again.

dim Davidson talked about the esarly tennis courts,
which were close to the Fauldingoleugh road, bebhiod
Jocky Johnstone's shop., He zsaid it was a very good
guality green. There were two tennis courts with at
one tims 60 members. He guoted one of Jim Mitchell's
witticisms on seging Marosret or Mary Ellict plaving,
rafterring to theilr initials — "IF that's no ME 1711 eat
my heat *. Hut for some reason the old man they had the
green off took pet and took the court from them. John
Lamont got the land later.

We talked a little aboul the W.R.I. of which both Mes
Davidsons ~ Jim'e mother and dgnes Davidson - were
presidents, bult we hadn't time Lo go into W.OR. L.
history.

Ted Lockhart was ~ like Charlie Mackie (7)) - a singer
of comic |S0Ngs. Jim Fhitchell stetoh - see
mimoell aneous. ’
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Mre fAgnes Davidson was the grand-daughter of T O Lamb,
the guarry manager. She never met him, but she knew
that he had taken & lot of peopnle ont east with
sandestons, probably to Singapore. One of the workmen,
cld Tom Sawyvers, had shown her a phote of T O Lambk in &
Ficketaw.  He then went to live in Edinbwgh, possibly
Barmton, where he re-married a prima-donna - although
the second marriasge may have been bhefore the guarry
cliosed. The story is probably told in the $irst
interview. If not - 7 C Lamb by his first marriages bhad
% daughters, Margaret, Agnes and Ethel. Margaret -
fiunt Magoie — attracted the second wife' s interest
hecause she was musical , so she lived with the Lambs at
the Oaks, sang & lobt at local solress, smarcied John
Beattie in Raurough ("Bargh'? farm, became crippled
with rheunatics, and has a daughter who lives in
Canoniie.

fgres married Edward Farish and was the mother of Mes
Aagnes Davidson., T C Lamb had 2 dawghters, Carcline and
Vimlet by the second marriage.

There was & m@eiting about elscitricity in the villags
around 1927, Buite & 1ot of people didn't want it.

Flewandra Cotteage — see miscellangous.

They confirmed shat Grace Usrson had sugossted, that
the lead towards Holstsins came from the Conmells.  Jim
Commell, who died fairly yvoung, had, I think, &
children, Hugh and Craig {cailed atter his mother, Jean
Draigl. Craig, who'd been to Wallases Haell, and was thes
crily non-Jehovah s Witness in the family — went oud bo
Canada, and sanehow passsed on bthe ddea of breeding
Molstein cattle from there. Colin Davidson at Hillhead
riow has a famous herd. The mother still lives in the
village and has always had the indtials J O - Jean
Craig, Connell and now anobher O Siie lives next
Alexandra Cottage — of which more anon. There is &
gigter, Garoling, & nurse.

Fobert Davidson at Wicketthorn and Jim Davidson's
father were Cousins, but not very friendly {he
mentionsd how his mother, & peace loving woman tried to
keep the peace between them!. Fobert Davidson was wvery
successful . Byl had no family. I think they had
brought wp one of T O lambh’'s grand-deughters - Greta
iMargaret) and had angered Mrs Davidseon’'s mother by the
way they telked about it. Fobert Davidson {(whe was
consldered meand went bto Esset Scales, He had sharss in
the Millk Marteting Board, of which he was very proud.
fGreta marrisd andrew Davideon of Hayfield, and, I
think, is now Mre Devideon of Luce Mains.
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Fiscell aneous

Mayfield vsed Lo have & ploughman in the cottage — Med
Glendinning was the lasht, he later went to Blacketlwes,
to look atter it. They had a day worker (great big
Jimmy Forsyih) and & hired hand in the bothy, which is
mow & workshop.,  The oottage iz now all plastered up,
wsed as a calttle shelter.

folin (Hillhead) was among the first to bhave a milking
pariow . Hillhesad, sarlier under Machies, had its own
gengrator. Jim Mackie took Hilihead over at a time of
agricultural depression, and had & bad time. At
Hayfield they got a milking machine around 1935, andeew
Baeattie having gobt one & yvear or 50 bhefore (I think
that would be their Besattie relaticons). They were to
be helped to put it in, but had to try o do it all
themsel ves ~ which led to ‘pandemonium’ .

Thare was & horsemill at Mewhope, one at Hillhead
destroved in the fire, bul never used {Jim Davidson
could remember the Newhope one being used for bruising,
evert atfter the war). Rasburchead had a water wheel,
Faphurneide & horee mill. They had  water wheel too,
Marndy except when water was short - but they had a pond
with & siuvice and dam. He thought Rasburneide had a
dovecot, no knowledge of one st Havfield, although
alwave a few pilgeons about,

HMillhead had a moss, and Havfield rights on
Hasburnhead.

“lerandra Cottage so called bhecauvse buwilt for local
Chueen Alexandra Marsing Sesrvice. The Dstrict Nurss
always lived there. Old Mers Davideson helped in the
W.FR.T., and Red Cross, which Mrs Grabham of Mossbknow bad
to do with., The cottage, they opined, had bheen roined
bry modernisation,

Davidson family btraeoss -
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I I've got this right, Edward Farish must have merried
Pgries Lamb .

O the other side "old’ Mrs Davidson ' s maiden name was
Dunlop — Duniops being the tenanits at Newhope.

Tom Tailt — & peace loving character (I7ve got “derink”
beside him). His son lives in Bden Place, fAnnman.

Mre Davideson descoribed the only sketoh she saw Jim
ITrving and Jim Mitohell do - Jim Mitehell was supposed
to have gout and psople Rept benging into his leg
faounds & kit Lawrsl and Hardy?.

(andrew Davidson left schogl-&t 15 - cyvcled to Annan
Academy — Harry oveled 0o, Jdohn's 55th wedding
anmniversary dust pEsED.,  Helen Dark's father anmd Jim
Davidson 5457 mother (%) had been friends at
Kettleboln.)

—

Hranny Davidson died aged 92 about January 1%&%.  She
was & great babker of fruitcaeke for the holidavs ~ while
“Bunty’ Miss Davidson) made sconss. Mre Davidson's
faculties were good Lill the end. She used to look
atter the books,

I remarked that soms people had besn reluctant to
introduce tractors, at which point Mrs Davidson 1aughed
arigd podinted an accusing finger at Jim Davidson, who
admitted to a fondness for horses, which I think, thsy
vead to breed.
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