ahiM HILL  RESEARTH

Interview with Jolhn Davideson 12 fpedil 1987
A8 Woopdburn Terreos, Edinburgh

I malled on Me and Mre Davidson on my way bhack from St Andrews. e
was born on 31,12, 1904, educated at Firkpatrick Fleming, Lockerbie,
Dumfries Academy arnd Edinbue-gh University, graduated in science and
taught variously in Borgue (where he met his wifel), Durrisdeer,
Lamawmade and elsswhere, before becoming & headmaster. Grace Carson
Mag mentionesd him as being probably the best informed of bthe clan
about the family and parish historv. The interview lasted two hours.
I thought he was willing o go o on laonges, bBut T owas atraid he was
tiring and had to get back to Dumferiss, so I thowvght it best o stop.
This was in somewaves unfortunate, for his information was unusually
oercact . Beveral times he sentioned, corescltly, things that I had
previausly known only drom newspapers, including things that he was
too voung to have had direct suiperience of. Furtheromors, he was
precise and careful. Albtogether it was rather like one historlan
talking to another.

ettt b oreoordsd o Toputothess oin

ool OF Blackie Brown he knew only that he'd bsen
sooolnaster.  He thought hie father had given him a
stone axe which they ploughed up. Miss Grabam,
infants, wasg a delightful person ~ who took 2 classes
at once. Christie ocrasionally signed himsels
Lisutenant Christie’, having besen & soldisr, almost
certainly In the Boesr WMar. Christie — heavy drinker -
Mad wunigue way of getting pupils through the aualifyving
exam.  Fupils were spaced oul, good beside bad, and the
candidates told that 14 the weaker brethren failed it
wolld e the fault of the others!  He used to take them
out regularly to fFight mock battles, which the Alliss
alwavs won (This was in World War 17.

The inspector,. Major Holm, had also fought in the Bosr
War, and was known to the Buccleughs, which, Jobn

Davideon surmised, was how he got the post -~ which
included Dumfriesshire and the Stewartry. He set the

gualifying exams.

After Firkpatrick Fleming John Davidson went to
Lockerbig. In his second vear the headmaziter (My
Maloalm) spoke to him.  HNot to worey, but he shoaldn 't
be there because they didn €t have any record that he'd
passed the exam. Bo John Davidson went o see M
Christie. Apparently John Davideon had besn too voung
when the exam was sat, so although he’'d passed, he'd
mot been given a cerbificate. I the spot Me Oheistie
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wrote oul that he'd passed it on the day atter his
birthday — the lst of Jdanuary. PMre Davidson ecsckons he
must e the only person who s passed an @xam on bMew
Yaars ' Day.

Lockerbie’ s howrs, he said were F.10 to 4010 (someone
elas sald P.30).  Like Miss Moffat he'd to go Dumfries
Academy for a year to get a bursary. His two older
brothers had gone First to Annan (5 vearsd then
Dumfries. Like her, he thought it was ridiculous.
Ferhaps, he said, 1t was to try Lo centralise highser
edducation in Dumfries {for sconomic reasons. At
Lockerbis he remembered Annie Hill., He remarked that
M HMill drew up the plans for the (938 new building at
Dumfries Scademy.

At sohool with him was Walker Johnstone, so called
hacause he was the first person baplbised by Me Walker.

HMe wernt to Chapellnows., He wondered whethesr there
might e a reason for so many farmers being United
Fraae, in thal the Buceleuchs were established church,
s LF vou weren bt established vou were more likely tao
rent from estates like Springkell and Mossknow. Their
nelghbours, Dunlop, in Mewhope went to the United Free
Chagrch at Hoddam, probably passing about 3 nearer

i

churches sn route. The Dunlops had besn tenants of bhe
Freel 1 Irwings.

Me listed the familiss who went to Chapelknows. The
PDavideons and most went by pony and trap, bub bhe
Dunlops went to Hoddam in a Digby. The Davidson family
Mad & pew in the parish chuwroh, but wsed it only for
occasional evening service. They also paid teinds, and
ong thing he liked about M Walkesr wes that he alwavs
gavie him Zd back (I wonder 4 the Lteinds were so Marsy
shillings and 3d%).

He thought it probable that Chapelknows Linited Fres
Churoh had been given by Speingkell on a 99 vear lease.
He also thought that Bob Davidson of Wicketthorn (whose
wite was & Farish) went Lhers. The minister, Mr
Eaglesham, was very gentle mmd plaeagant .

Local farmers carted the Solway turf for the old
bowling areen (see Annandale Observer!. Then there was
& long gap before tennie started {(later he referred bo
it oas Lamont’'s place). Before that they plaved tennis
at l"‘lc:3s':'=,r—:-,i-::|‘“"m (L fmdnok this was one of the ‘unprintable’
shtories. & few of fhen wused to olay at Mosskoow. . ——
inedooimg ore—who geove thers by car.  Mrs Graham asked
whe  it-was—whe—tred—the—ear,. and shortly after, the
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By and large the Grahams emerge wwll from the
interview. He was in Fergus Srabham’ s scout btroop -
prabably formed about 374 vears before Jobn Davidson
dodined. It was one of the sarlisst troops, run in fact
Jointly with Mes Graham. Fergus Graham was the doint
oy Qommi ssi oner, Dumfries being divided sast and
weet, He rwmumbﬁreu watohing the salmon fishers whan
Lhey camped at FPowfoot.  Sometimes they went out with
them, and got keeping the f1lourders. The laocal group
wam wvary amall . so Fergus gob bthe Springkell scoubts, in
witen e book an interest, bo doin with heom, A 1ot of
them ovoled to Mosskonow, wshere bthey sel on Saturdsay
a?ternwmnﬁa al though he thought that in his brother
Sewoeae 5 bime they met in the svenings. Fergus Grahan
formed a scouts football team. He had ouite & sehnese of
hummnr with am sar for bthe right phrase, and wrote for
! : John Davideon remesbered readiog
: s and not realising who was the writer 8 F
Graham) the name Timpanhsok appegared - a name that
dpdelUd tm FErgus., John Davideon understood he had a
book published which sold well inm ke USA. L e
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The tennis at the Bowling Olub may have started shen bhe
was at Dumfries fcadeny.

He had only vague memoriss of the Mosshknow Flower Show
= wondered i+ 1t ended with the war. Dug-img the war
there was mors than one sale of work — at least one
including olay pigeon shooting ~ bub the hig show was
et el

They used fto shoot — anvthing - from a tender age (hut
thav'd no game licensed, In these dave there were a
lot of tramps, who had each their routine stops — some
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would sleep at Hayfisld, some Mewhope., ne dav a
“wreeong T tramp appesred asking sheller at NMewhope.  Whe?
asbed hele Jim — surely vouwr Hayfield? Yes but There
wera 3 boyvs with guns at Hayfield who ' d scared him off,
Unole Jim tald Fr Davidson, father, who banned the guns
Ffor a few weshks,

Fir Fraser had wisitsd his father before he took
Beltenmont Mill. He ' raise hisg tile hat to any
motorist going past, and may have bheen in debt, {for one
day he was tallking to Mr Davidson when a car passed,
hat rajised as usual , car stoppesd, and the following
ensuad,. Car driver -~ obviously knowing Fraser - "kWhat
are yvou doing here! T wve dust come to wisit my
friend here to try to borrow some soney, bhut he savs
the bottom s fallen oult of the pig trade’ . Fresumably
this was someone Fraser owed soney o, He mentionsd
Feraser ‘s wallting sbicks,

He thought Wallace had one of the first cars, a little
two seatsr. Johrn Mackie, Calwvertsholm had an &Greol
Johnston.,  After World War 1 theres was a greast rush of
war buying around the Canonbie, Hald Morton areas from
somallholders who'd enough cows to benedit from the war.
A lat af T4s.

Feat was wused at the smiddy to put rims on the cast
wheels ~ a peat castle was built over the wheel and set
alight.

Sorting out the Mackies. Charlie in Redhousa, John
Mackie father and son in Calvertsholm and Hillhead.

bhen Hillhead first came up for sale Andrew Davidson
wanted ta hid for it, but it would be viable only if he
could continue to rent the Holes fields which Mossknow
retalned. Andrew got Jobn, who knew Fergus threough the
mcouts, o approach Fergus Geabham, who readily agresd.
But in the end the Elliots (Williamsfield? outbid
fndrew. That was atter Jim Mackie had abasndoned it
ftand abandoned faraing?r.

Mr Davideon knew more than anvone 1've previously
spoken Lo aboul the water supply dispute, He said that
Siv Jaber BEdward had not been seen as the traditiconal
sort of caring laird, and was neot really popul ar, When
the water came, he wouldn 't take it into his estate,
maintaining that each farm had an adeguate supply on
its own land. The farms had their own small
gravitational supplies.

an

Hayfield had originally 3% different water sources. &
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well outside the back door: a well in the garden; and a
gordng aboult 50 yards from the cottage. The last was
by far the best guality, the only ome reslly it for
chirimking, Bt had no punp — owvou had to draw by Ducket,
The others had pumps and were especially poor in

SLBMSr . They also had & water butt to collect roof
waltar, wased only for horses. He remarked on the
importance of the burn o provide water for catbtle.

Thiey had thelr own thrashing mill, but i¥ vou wanted a
good ok it was best to get a travelling mill -~ +for
srample oats for selling, not for vour own use. Thes
Fasbhurn flowed via the pond and a2 slwice to their mill
in pipses about 1 172 feet diamelter, 200 vards, and fhen
back to the burn. They had an overshobt mill wheel.
They used Belltenomont ML11 for meal. Yere ool busy with
o without ’mouter’giﬁuim#héy_ﬁﬁﬁkaﬁeémiﬁjgﬁwwmmft e
give mooter, for the mill would taks it anveay {{(This
was net intended as serificiem of the miller s

Moneshs T el —that way, s may »4%{%%%"Eﬁitf?)?.]
The gnly grain was oats. T

The bowlders for the road o Dunskellyr-ig came From
thedir fara, possibly from where the "Standing Stone’
Was. HMis father claimed thal there wesre originally two
tarme, Havherry and Standing Stone, and that the
standing stone had besn in Burnside Fisld. This

bnowl edge wouldg be folklore, his father having coms
from Btaffler, on the Springfield-Chapelbknows racd. in
gy of bhe fields there's a huge granite bouldee, whioch
John Davideon had bhought could relate o the standing
opyer, Dul his fabther had said obherwise,

When ploughing they bad brought up several stone axes,
Some used Lo lie for years on the Newhope window sill.
He went to show me one, bhut he couwldn 't Find it.

I it still existe we should get hold of the Day Book
which was kept by his father and gives an account of
him father = agricultural doings over many yesrs, I
thought it would still be kept by Colin, in Hayfield.
He once read 1t and used material from it for a talk to
Moffat Burns Club — this being when he 1ived at
Twessedesnuir. Menzion farsm had Jjust then been cleared
of sheep - Dheviolbs (unuswal for the areal, and he

Found that hise father bDoaght Menzlon shesp at 157 o
w0 g Mead. The cheviolts were for fatitening.  Thaey

ol d hav Plheie own Suffollk or Leicester orosses,
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His father was not & dairy man, bt lefdh that to his
OIS .

il

Eventoually Jim gobt Hillhbegasd when Ellicts leftt.

G bhe bap o of Hayfield 4 farms medt - Howgillside,
Rasburnhead, Hillbhesad and Dunskellvrigg, which was

etl ckmamed Sodeig. and 4 estates — Springkell,
Mossknow, Uove and Raesburnhead. The Gass Family wers
not dowr {in response Lo & guestion about the court
cass)., ¥ oof bthem, none mareied. He didn 't bnow them
well, bult his mobther s snother was a Gass, and they'd
alwavs +found them good nedighbowrs, regarded them as
nice people. He had read sonewhere that it was & Hass
who killed Maswell who was resting against his horse
atter the battle commsnorated by bthe Merkland Cross -
allegedly in revenges for Maxwell killing a Base.

The Basses were thought to be rich.

Who were farming pioneerse? His father probably had the
Filret self-Rinder in the parish., 2 Hornsby, He thinks
he may have some notes about ii. It was purchased at a
Highland Show, but it broke down, Bairds coulds 't mend
it and someone had to come by train from bthe works in -~
e thought - East dAnglisa. By the time it was mended
the fine weather had broken and they had their worst
sver Parvest, Bub it sesained in wse after that for
METY YEarmeE, He dicdn "t remember any other.

I+ vou go up the road which goss off Jjust before
Hayfield, by the cottage, at Whiteside Field, vou are
on the highest point on the Meossknow old eztate, and
they used to find bite of piteh and tar from Fergus
Graham’'s coming of age bonfire.

2 fields from Newhope were added to Hayfield By Fergus
Graliam.

e thought he remembered 1 single load of peat on what
they called ihe "Peatetack’ bubt it was usually coal.

The Mackies of Redhouse were very nice. Jobn was there
till shortly after the war, Charlie died of TE as
seaang lad. Arnie and FMolly both pice, Annie more
mtable.

OF Fergus GBraham see above. Hir mever drove a car - she
did. He never looked very strong. He did not know
Fergus ™ sisters, but he thought Agnes Davidson had
Melped one to recuperate.

When Hillhead came up for sale the Gasses wouldn't say
whether they wanted it and then they were furious when

i
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they didn't get it — but it was their own fault. I
thinmk he said that then (the first time) neo Davidsons
bid, because they were related to Gass.




