Al MILL

RESEARTH

Intervigw with Robin Irving, aged 83E &th February, 1987

Lawderdale,

Canonbie

Formerly of Sarkside 193&E-47%

Sl

Church

Mutberry 1945687

Fiobin Irving ig the widower of Rgnes Buwnett (sister of
Jack), who died two vears ago. Framed on the wall is a
Churoh of Scotland iong service certificate for his
gldership to 1974, My first impression was of a man
shrivel led by old age, although his hearing and
evesight seemed guite good. At first I thought the
intervisw was going to be my first flop, ;ﬁ? his
answers tended to be brisf and generalised, and in
arder to gel a response | found myseld asking for more
leading cquestions than I like. Fortunately there then
appeared a visitor, David Paterson, who lives both at
Woodhouse and Eaglestield. Mot only was Mr. Paterson
himseld somelthing of a8 raconteur, but also he had a
stimilating sffect on Mr. Irving.

0

Although not . a ‘natural ', Fr. Irving seemed pleassd to
see me. He remarked that when vouw live along over 80
vy get guite lonesome. He did not wish to see this
for coarrection. '

He went to Glenzier schoonl, still, as then, 2 teachers.
Duwring World War | the teachers were pretty poor, he'd
11 or 1% didferent ones in his time, despite leaving at
14 ~ and it was only a 2 tegacher school fso he said).
Bome hardly knew the lessons themselves. The
headmaster, dreadfully strict, would strap vou almost
S8 =001 as you looked round.  Others were strap-happy
too. W Jarvie was killed in World Mar 1. Im Robin
ITrving s last yvear he was seldom there, worked at home
instead.

wo K-F.
He mentioned knowing more recent t@&cherﬁxm Miss
Murray, who died recently, and one who lived in
Lockerbie,y, still therey, married a coachman, has girl in
Brockbanks, accountants.

Hobin Irving is now an elder of the United Free Chuwreh,
which he joined when he came to Canconbie because of its
prodimity and family connections. &8s a boy ke went tg
the Chapelknowe Free Church, but at Hirkpatrick Fleming
he was always in the parish church. A&t Chapelknowe
they had “all the Kirkpatrick Fleming farmers - the
Mackies of Calvertsholm, Redhouse and of Hillhead,
Davideons of Havfield, Farish of Mewton as will az
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Johnston of Stoneviea, Jobnston of Loganhouse and
Loganlea. ' Charles Armstrong of Riggheads, though,
went to Kirkpatrick. The minister was Mr Eaglesham, ‘a
riee old man’ with two chilren, both probasbly still
alive. One a lecturer at Durbam University, has
retired either to Scotby or Wetherall his son killed
Bimeelsd, jumping "into a bridoe’). The pther son, Jim,
taught/teaches at Duns, and married a sister of Rev
James Harr.

His wifte was active in the Suild.

At Eirkpatrick Fleming his first minister was Mr Fyffe
~ fawfy nice’, who died by taking lvcil, he didn’t know
why. HMe agreed that he had a spesch impediment which
might have occasioned people laughing at him, but this
wasg mainly repeating what Mr Javids=son said.

He becams an elder under M- Duncan, whose daughter
married a Frenchman from Brittany and used Lo come to
Mutberry for holidavs.

Sheena Beattie bkept wup with Mary Fyffe, may =still do
so. Mary Fvffe was a more positive person than her
brother {Again. leading question). Fyffe was guite
nice to speak Lo, not a great mixer. He didn't bknow
Fyffe's intereste, but he was & clever fellow. &t tims
tf his death he was "in hands wi another church' -~ i.&.
he was probably going to leave. At this time 11 was a
thriving chureh.

Andra Burnett and Robin Irving became elders together.
The lsading elders were Tom Beattie and Jim Irving, who
mimsed his vocation, he showuld have been on the stage,
arnd wasn 't really interested in farming (mentioned his
acte with Jim Mitehell), He also mentioned Jim's
daughter, Kathlegen, who is mentioned elsewhere. She
wat head phvsicotherapist at Carlisle Infirmaery.

On his wall were the wedding photographs of Hary and of
dennifer Bsattie, so not surprisingly he tuwrned out to
have great admiration for Tom Beattie - both in church
and council — "By jove, he could speak his mind . He
claimed not te be able to remember much of his row with
M- Mockenzie over the sale of the Glebe. He described
MckEenzie as 'a& bhig quiet chap’, but it was the one
betfore (sic) that Tom Beattie couldn’'t get on with,
Cartwright. Jim lrving {a lively fellow) didn’'t get on
with Cartwright either — nor for that matter did Robin
Irving, or any of them. He was a 'right tinker .

The minister he liked best was John Grimzon, recently

retired, whose name he used to see regularly in the
‘Glasgow Merald’. Vervy nice, good both as preacher and
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Sport and
Entertal nment

a good visitor. Duncan very good too. Mokenzie (7
Fair -~ never did anvone any harm, never ashed for
anvthing, sasy fto get on wilth.

They had plenty sales of work. I asked about church
fighliahts. He mentioned collecting for a new electric
argan, organised by Tom Heattie, Jim Irving and
himself. & mouse had holed the bellows in the old one.
fAfnother thing was potting in oil heating.

He thought the old session books had been about.
Session Clerks were Tom Heattie, David Mitehell (now
Langhoelm) . then school teacher, then ancother teachor
whose wife also taught and lives at Firtlebridge,
leaving soon. He thinks his name was Ferguson. He was
probably the last Session Ulerk. i

Gregory was ‘ordinary’, not good.
Dr Morshburgh was very good ~ something ‘estra”.

His widfe did not tsach Sunday School after their
Maririage.,

For Willie Rogerson and Jimmy Elliot szee farming.

He used to visit the Beatties at Wicketthorn, Mrs
Beattie died there, Tom Heattie at the ‘Qaks’ -
suddenly one Sunday after church. Cartwright, a very
strong minded man repeatedly clashed with Tom Beattie
grd blamed him for anything. He even got on ta him for
chinking hise c&r keys in his pocket during service.

Jaobn Graham, & good churchman, may also have been
Seuwsion Clerk for a time. He fell off his chair andg
died of a heart attack at a church meeting in the
Marse,

Fincod church stopped, he thought, about 20 years ago.

He said very little. Before marriage he played a
Tittle badminton, but not afterwards. He never went
to the carpet bowling club.

Mr Faterson showed me some photographs of Woodhouse,
and Tentimnedg incidentally, the tenniz court.

(DF
Hedhad been a member of Springkell scouts under Brian
Johnson—Fergusom, which was a good troop. Talking of
Johinson—Ferguson being adventurous, or not afraid of
taking risks, he mentioned him taking them to Ullswater
in a Bedford shooting brake for camping. They were let
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Eromoamic

loose until 1711 call vouw at %' — but in fact he
called them at 11.3% p.om.! They got scaked to the shkin
and went home the next davy instead of staving the
weekend, Brian was Scoct Master for vears, Also in
the troop were Rae (Sculptor) and Jardine.

They aleo had some menories of Eaglestield Shows.

Uoeeasionally by good luck he won whist drive prizes.

Mis next door neighbour — Filddles (1) goss to 5 or 4
whist drives a weelk and won a lot of prizes last vear.

Beltenmont was still open when Robert Irving went to
SBarkside. He called Fraser a ‘mystery man ™ who made
a&ll sorte of things, including candle sticks., But
clever, I asked him about Bill Cormack’'s story that bhe
tried to make an aeroplane, but he's never heard of it.

I asked him about the British Hondwrans. He said there

were ‘a’ kinds® - some would work, some not too good.
How did the people react? Herse we had one of his few
shafte of bhuwmowr - some reacted "too well " - there were

a few black bairns. He said that {for some reason these
were senlt to Mewcasztle to be looked after. UOne woman,
whey still lives in the village, had two black babies -
and, I rather gathered, other white children to
miscellanecus fathers. Bhe's married now (Rill Cormack
had a story of how when they visited a client his wite,
sitting in the car, saw & black man emerge from back
door and make through the fields while Bill waited at
the front).

He had both Italian and German FO0WW. 's, but the
Italian was not from the Hollee camp. Once when they
were lifting potatoes the Italisan said "ftaly -~ plenty
fruwit. Hoeotland ~ turnips and tatties’'. The camp
twhich?) where Tomy Eirkpatrick lives. Two houses were
built "further up’ at one of which Jim Irving died {on
the British Hondurans site). The British Hondurans
were not very popular, but (see Jack Burnett) he didn’'t-
remember a LW.8. camp. The British Italians cut Hollee
Wood.

When he went (especizally to Mutberry) there were a lot
of fores and rabbits. He used to see 2 or 3 foxes a
weelk, and they did a lot of damage. He often saw fou
tracks close to the house, and a& hen daren’'t be lett
out at night. From time to time fou shoots were
organiged, and guite a few caught, although he himself
seldom shot. The foxes lived in the Holles wood and in

the moss — they'd cross from the one to the other, but
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thelr numbers have declined greatly since the peat
worke started.

During Worid War | he used to cateh moles and sent the
skins to London. My notes say 2/79d (each) soald by the
torn. He still remembers the address - 43 Downs (9
Foad, London. Mutberry had more moles than Sarkside,

HMe thought the poor were guite well looked after at
Motwen.

Thete were not many gang-about buddies, gypsies efc. -
more in Caneonbie then.

Mie Doctor was Dr. (& Mrs.) Ingram, Gretna. De,
Carruthers was said te have discovered a cure for
cancer of the lip, but it died with him.

M. Paterson talked abowl EBEaglesfield tailors. When he

—_

began to serve his time with Urguhart there were 23

tailors vans left Eaglesfield every morning -~ from
Urgubhart (the higgestl, Green, Anderson. Urguharts
staff was in the teens — 8 or % dressmakers, Tait, the

men ‘s cutter and Jean Smith the ladies 'bridal ” cutter,
and others. Tait was the Ecclefechan blacksmith’'s son.

Urguharts sold to all the local game-keepers -
Springkell, Hinmount, Castlemilk (which had =a
distinotive vellow checkl). Charlie Loudon, son of the
Springhkell gamehkeeper, became a teacher in Htirling and
is it the throws of moving o Prestwick. Probably over
B0, and worth interviewing.

Joseph Urguhart was David Paterson’s father ‘s Unele.
doseph Urguhari and his grandfather started business at
the same timg - one in Eaglesfield, the other in
Buckinghamshire, and both finighed at the same time.
Urguhart ‘s business went to Robert Wilson, who hit the
bottle and the business collapsed. But Frs. Keith
(Melly Urgubart) is still alive, in her 99 s.

He remembered his first order - $from his Aunt in
Caldronlea — 1 lincleum sguare at 397&6d. 1 asked i+
that meant Urguhart did furnishings too, but apparently
dust clothes and floor coverings.

He produced a photograph of "Cock o Lowrie’ - some
E1eM, a foreman {1 think) at Urguharts — who talbed
with a lisp. He told some stories about him as a
chararter, '

Same deer were, and probably still are in the Nutberry
Moss.
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Farming

bhen he came there was no Wayvside Garage’ . Mrs Burns,
widow pf original owner is still in the village.

For wild life see Economic.

Sarkside:r~ He came 1932, - already a dairy farm.
Before him it was owned by Lightbody, who lived in
Langholm and came from Langholm, had a manager in the
farm. Before that, Elliot (later? to Hillhead), who
alsa had a small dairy. He had about 30 Avrshires, a
conler and big milk cans which were sold via Lockerbie
Creamery to Dundee. Sometimes the cans came back full
of maggots, they were away =0 long. He also kept guite
a few sheep, mostly Cheviots, and hens, but pigs only
for their own use — something hardly anvone does now.

The field names were — Fond, Bull’'s Eve, Sarkside,
Bridgend, Milligan’'s Bush (7)

He'd a 8 vear rotation -~ oats, twnips, 3 vears grass.

FRight at the back door was an old well, never used, and
there was also what he called a wee well, but seems
more like a tank for catoching water from roofs at the
garden . Sarkside house was nat old. The farm has
beer much altered, with a big steading built in middle
af the yard., There was an old milk shed, probably a
horse mill - the only one he could think of locally,
though there were some in Canonbig. There were no
hunting gates,. There was a right of way from Moorlands
along the edge of the wood at Sarkside to
kWilliamsfield.

After him (I think) & daughter of his wife's Uncle,
Mre. Williamson, took the farm but did not make a go of
it Bhe now lives in Gretna. It is no longer a Dairy
farm.

Mutberry was only 20 acres bigger. Fields included
Toppinghead, Orchard (near an orchardly, Failry Row, Mid,
Bungalow {after Mitchell 's bhungalow) and one for which
I've witten "But H'). Beveral old fields have been
amalgamated — Wee Flosh Field and twep others became
ane, which was sasier for tractors and better or cow
grazing.

When he started he ueed a2 horze plough, then pald £100
far a Fardson Tractor. He had a workman, George Clark,
who has worked at Sarkside for 94 vears, although he's
oW semi-retired. He lives in a bungalow at NMutberry,
but isn’t very talkative.
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Mutherry was also a dairy farm, dealing with Lockerbie.
He left on their Deoctor's advice in 1969 when he said
fig wife must live a guieter life. She was on all the
Committess — the Rural, the Guild and so on, and the
ornly way she o stop was to isave the parish.

There is a right of way at hNutberry too -~ down the back
of the wood, and also one across the Moss. The one to
Hillhead (behind the wood) was used guite a lot, but
mavbe not now. The wood - opposite Hollee — has just
recently been cut, and has been cut twice and
replanted. It had Japanese l.arch and Scottish Fie.
But he never planted trees. He sold 30 acres of moss
to the FPeat works at Eastriggs - “Mutbeerry tMoss’ -~ but
kept 22 acres where George Clark still cuts.
Fiichardson (peat works) has 150 acres, of moss -~

West Scales, Flosh and Nutbherry.

He talbed a& good deal about good or bad farmers,
although few were named. He saw himself as "average’ -
too old fashioned in outlook to be considered ‘good’.
Jim Jdohnstone, although also old fashioned, was able
regularly to get the top market price for his sheep
because "he can feed sheep’ . Willie Rogerson was a
goodish farmer, and =0 was his son, Jimmy, but he is to
retire soon and now takes things easy. Williamsfieid
ig one of several foraer daiery but now mixed Ffarms —
like Barkeide, Cranberrvy. His own nephew Keith (7))
ITrwing is a better farmer than he was - and is now in
Mutbherry — more modern, doessn’'t crop but just bas
zilage and has doubled the herd.

Travelling threshing mills used to come round - he was
always glad to ses the back of them, for there was an
awful cleaning up te do when they left. The nearest,
and the one he menticoned first, was Johnston of
Beechill, Creca. Also Robinson (Annand, Charlton
(Dumtries).

Electricity came to Sarbkside after he’'d been there a
vear or two. That allowed him to put in electric
milker. The main milk round was then still Deonaldson —
Jenny, Chrissie, John {(who went to Australia) and Jimmy
were the family (He always thought in terms of
families).

Like Burnett and Sloan, he used to show Clvydesdale
horses, and sometimes won. Showed at Dumfries,
Langholm and Ayr. This was mainly but not entirely
from Matherry., He birred foals, and alzo bought and sald
at Wigtown and Lanark. He had one which was first or
secaond at Wigtown and was to be zold but was turned
cown by the vet for string halt (which makes them move
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Gentry

their legs too guickly) but it later went to Lanark
where it got the prize., was cleared by the vet, and
sold for £205 - double his sarlier monev.

Before visiting Robert Irving, 1 had called in at Bob
Sloan, who told me he never bothered with lambing —
they bouaht them in and fattened them up. Bob also
told me that Rorbert Irving’'s wife was their bridesmaid
lor vice-versa?l)

He wasn 't born into farming, his father being a
blacksmith at Canonbie. The Irving Clan, he said, were
traditionally a’ EBlacksmiths. It was his mother really
who took up farming — at Moodyhills, perhaps. Robin
tiad never shod a horse in his life. The whole family,
except one killed in World War 1, went into farming.

I think bhe may have got Sarkside through his wife's
Uncle (see earlier), although there is a family tie up
too with the Williamsons.

Mossbknow still had a gardener, Anderson. Mes. GBraham
used to come to Kirk, and Ann occasionally.

Mr. Faterson had a lot of Johnson-Ferguson stories. He
was in the Scouts during World War 2 and witnessed an
altercation between Lady Johnson-Ferguson and the army.
Bhe was out with the dogs, army trucks arrived. She -
You're not allowed across here - vou can just go
back ' . The soldiers summoned higher assistance, and
their commander, a Pole, eventually came and said in
halting English, ever so polite "Madam, in War there is
no private road. So just get out (of the way! ' . ohe
flicvved.

SGir Meil had reputation of being an old tyrant,
although David Paterson had no complaint with him until
& recent incident when Hir Neil emerged from the
Eaglesfield’ s butchers and walked straight in front of
David Paterson, who was drawing in his car. Bir Meil
was indignant, "You might have killed me’'. Fortunately
the butcher spoke up and told Sir Neil he was lucky it
wasn 't a voung tearaway who had been driving, or he
really would have been killed.

I gather that the Johnson—Fergusons are presently
putting rentse up.

M. Faterson alse talked about Woodhouse - the

thousands of roses, the tennis cowts, and a listed
building which is used for hens.
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Miscellanepus

Follow-ups

Mr Irving was the only one at Sarkside to hear the
Gretna bomb fall - his wife, who was i1l, didn't. He
thought 21 were killed. During the war he was in the
ARF, which he much disliked. He went around giving out
gas masks but did little else. He never built an
air—-raid shelter. At that time Hirkpatrick Fleming
wasn 't so badly affected by the war as most areas, but
vow had to be careful about using yvour car, for the
Gretna policeman was said to have it in for farmers and
liked to catch them using petrol for unapproved
purposes. This was allegedly because his son had been
killed in the "Repulse’ or the "Renown’ and he was
bitter about farmers’ sons getting exemption from call

LA

His first car was a SBtandard ~ second-hand soon after
going into Sarkside.

He mentioned being very friendly with Mrs Lindsay in
Whithorn.

Feople mentioned who should be visited;-
M Millar, Branteth, over B0 with good memory
Bheena Healttie, Cedarwood House
Chariie Lowdon, who in fact is now dead {(died last
vear and his wifte very recently)
Mre Burns, of Wavside Garage

Mr Clark, Nuf'ﬁ.ﬂrr\/_
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