AR HILL BEDUEST

Interview with Fre. Collinge Zrnd HNovember, 1784

Mrs. Collinge inee Notman) had lived 11 her life in the parish, and
=till teaches the piano privately. SBhe has been, for many vears, the
Church organist. During the second part of the vigit her son was
presant — with whom I have a common cricketing heritaoge. He was
extremaely forthcoming. Mrs=. Collinge prepared the the visit by
getting a photo copy of Ferguson’'s FPaper (1901 and by making a list
af the area as it was 2é6th January, 1937,

Entertairnment There was a Jazz Band including her brother and (%)Y her
zister, now Mrs. ¥ Leiaghton.

There wused to be fetes at Fossknow or the Manse.
Wee James Hae wasz Znd fiddlie in the orchesstea.
Grand parties associated with M. Fleming fdoodhouse).

Scout concerts - with boxing townaments - organised by
Brian dohnson—Ferguson ~ HEaglesfield v Eirkpatrick.

In the 1930's there was a Bummer League football team,
plaving on a sloping pitch at Fauwldingoleugh. Then 7))
# pitoh was made soross from NMewton Farm. fAbout 12515
yvears ago, they Joined the lesoue, won lst Cup about 9
weare agge — (P8tation Inn .

Then when the league ssemed to be collapsing they
joined the Carlizle and Disgtrict Leagus, very
successful first vear, but then went downhill when it
became a Saturday thing. Now in Dumfries Amateuwrs.

The W.R.I. often crganised whist drives (Mr. Collinge
said he was brought up on whist and tobacco smoked.
Frominent plavers — the Mackies, Fleming, Bessie and
denny Braham (both now dead — their brother Jim was bthe
blackemith?l. Fim Lockhart and {7 George) Notman used
to come to the house twice a weshk for whisi.

There used to be 4 dances in the ssason — the Rural,
the Curlers, Farmers and the Bowlers. Jim Johnstone
iRasburnhead) and perhaps J.J.Graham and Mr. Hodgson
arranged the HDowlers’ Dance.

In the orchestra she mentioned Jobn Mackie, MNotman,
Lockhart and the wee laird. It folded up before her
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time. Willie Walber, the ministers son, worksd in
Dumfrises and was well known in singing circles.

bave Jobhnston was mentioned as an earliesr organiser of
dances.

Mir. HWalker. Then Fyffe: very nice — stammer — suicide.
Simter may stil be alive. Mre. Collinge was organist
for 3D years. Then Eric Duncan. Then, no longsr in
order, but working back Haston. Hlack for about 2
vears, very difficult to word with, som still lives in
village. Left after big row. Gregory was there for
guite a long time. Progressive meassures introduced,
like women collectors. Also scouts and guides.

ODr. Horsburgh, not long bere, died tragically, about
1967 (when her grandson, Duwcan was to be christened:.
{n checking she gave 5711751967 as his death (I think as=
mrganist she had a noteboock which this was ind).  An
earlier Minister, Grimson, o L19%0, waz a hig stout man.
The previous one was a nosey fellow,

Jude Grabam was the last local session clerk. He died
at & Chuwrch Meeting 1774719735, David Johnston was
poseibly the one befores (my notes obscuwre). His ior
Jud sl widow lives with a Mrs. Frew in Carlisle. Try
Alan Hodgson (Churoch OFficer -~ and possibly Seszion
Clerk) for information. Cartner, who died on the
bowling green, was jdcint Session Ulerk at Greina.

f new organ was installed 177371968, There have been
various organs. The mice ate the bellows. The singing
was led at the dedication by Rev. C. Stewart, retired
Mintater, formerly Dornock - still alive.

The present (77 clerk is Mrs. Wilmsa Mockeand, assisted
By Angus Currie.

Edith Hodgzon and family cleaned the kirk for 30 vears.

The congregation is now down, but gives well {(about 30
gowd givers ).

The school was originally next the smiddy. Then no
houses opposite.

She listed a number of buildings and tradesmen around
L93%.

Mat Tavlior imy mis-noting of Nat WHallace, Tailor).
Davie Dunnigen, the barber, near top of wviilage.

Jo Johnestone, clogger, at the wvery top. With =small
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shop.

Tom Irving, buteher (now Post OFffice).

Bryvn gawyn {7 {Georgefisld’?) being built when she was
a pirl past the cottage, Henry Graham, coalman and
haulage contractor. Same tamily there.

Mre., Moon, grocer’'s shop where caravan site is.

Station Inn was just bknown as "the Pub’.

Moffat ‘= shop (George Moffalt) — oyole agents later.
There were at lgast 2 water pumps, one at very top of
Dove Drive, one below Moffat’'s shop. Moffat’' s shop was
amall at first., after being cvele agents became general
merchant.

Foor House at Notwen.

Theres wers then three lithle houses before turning down
e the station — now more meodern housedel.  In the end
ore was John Davidson, coalman.

Opposite Village Hall, Uoultard., blacksmith, with
valrious daughters. Jess perhbaps still alive.

Then Firkpatrick Fleming primary school.

Going towards Toppinghead, George Johmstone "Doodiey’
had a little wooden hut where clogs were repairsd. His
hprother was John Johnstone.

Fast crpssroads, Hedgson, tennis courts opposite (7 and
also at North end) and bowling green.

At Beltenmont Mill was an old worthy. PFr. Fraser wazs
the miller {(FWas he the worthy?). She thinks the mill
wheel perhaps still thers, Bezide it is a wvery old
cottage, listed, but to bhe taken down as a traffic
hazard.

The Ppst Office opposite the Hall, had been moved from
the top end of the village. She (who?) married Hark
Himpson, the second blacksmith, and moved down o the
cald smiddy.

Hollee — "Fairy Row’ — houses now modernised — with
Mre. Bell s small grocer s shop and C.8, Collinge {(her
Musband, painter and decorator. EBric continued the
bBusiness Lill he had an accident and now works, I think
at Chapeloross. She thinks the Collinge busingss
started about World War 1. I3 generations. (Ca8a
Collinge’'s mother = "Sumnor house’ — a place?)

Mabhel Richardson, the station master s unmarried
dauvghter, was at 5t. Brides. I think it was her
bBrother who wes with Mrs, Collinge’s brother in the
Jaze Band. It may be she who 18 now "Mrs. Lighton .

At Irwvington was cne small shop, famous for home baked

e

bread, ran by 2 or % sisters.

Heorge Ritchie (not of Covel had & shop. HMarried a
schoonl teacher.
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Various stories about Ritchie of Cove.,

I have notes about Sheila (¥ Mollearie, and her granny
17 Mrz. Forteith. One of them was a great knitier -
but my notes here are confused. Her name comes up
again = ‘HSheila Mcllearie sold farm, got 1ot . In
connection with Raes?

Fergus Oraham - Scout leader. Sunday School trips were
cften local, for sxample to Hossknow.

I have a note about B.6. Irving — perhans took over
Ritchie's shop., Billiam RBeastitie was local counciilor.
Mot slways sweet tempered.

Beech houss - whers she lives - was the residence of
Harry Bryson, the registrar and poor law officer. She
showed me the sort of grille where they chapped and got
& ticket to spend the night free, at the Poorhouse
{later Motweni., They hated this, because it entailed
getting de-loused.

Mext door 1s Ashoredft which — I think — she thought was
where lLeslie lived.

Im her notebook ehe found that on 287467489 a new breidge
mas being buailt at Dunskellyvrigg. iHer interest being
hecause she 15 a Motman -~ presumably was born there.d

At the end she suddenly resembered the name of the
other HMinister — ‘Nosev Mokenzie . Une night he came
to the docr, but she expected Fim Lockhart so she
shovwted -~ "Com in yve old besom’ . HMortified. Mokensie
went around on a bilke.

M. Lamont — a worthy - was chureh officer until he
became an elder.
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