Ak HILL RESEARCH

Interviegw with Mre Jenny Eiriland 249th Movember (986
inge Donaldson)

A Follow un intervisw, Freviouwsly Mre Kirkland had told me about
Donaldson s daivry business. I think she was born abouwt 1903 and lived
at SBarkshields until aboult %327, excluding her time albt Atholl
Crescent., Then her father moved to Torrorie.

Her present house - "The Enows’ has a fineg view - it overlooks
Hirkbean VYillage and on a good day sffords a view as far as FPowfooh.

GBhe was careful in what she saidd. There was not going to be any
srandal revealed,

Sport and Mre Rirkland was the wrong person to gest such

Entertainment information from, although bits came up incidentallv,
egspecial ly under Chourch,. She was very proud of the way
Eaglestfield had managed to raise money for its own
tennise courts (which, I gather, she plaved). Oid
Hermderson ® (gsee Church) was very keen, and - 1 think -
Jdohnny Rae was active (but he was active in many
bhvings) .

The Eaglesfield Flower Show was a truly great occasion,
the first Batwday in September. She recalled peopls
coming from miles around — especially Cumberiand - for
the Cumberland wrestling. She remembered one vear when
it was w0 hot on the show day that they couldn 't
Marmess bhe horse, the metal would buwrn it.

Ghe bnew Donaldson the draughts plaver, but he was no
relation. I think she called him James Donaldson. She
thouwght he was an ew-—schoolteacher who came from
Breconbeds, ssttled in Baglestield and set up a cvole
mhop, where he soploved girls who made fish $lies,

Miss Donaldson fa sister?) was & milliner.

At Barkshields - as in other farms — they had two
hunting gates - one through the wood to Burnfoothill.

She mentioned whist, dances — but there was neither
Huild mor WLORLT,

Erhool Firs Firkland went to Gair, which she left in 1911 or
1912 to go for a vear to Eaglesfield, and then had zome
vears at Dumfries Academy.

At EBair there were 2 teachers. First there was Miaes
Johrnston ~ vou were all right if vou were in her room.
By implication vou were not all right in Mr Turnbull ‘=
T . Ther Miss Wyllie came. She lived with her
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mother and sister. she and her sister went to Gretoa
ey retiral - lived in & house at Jjunction of Dunfries
and Blasgow roads.  She thought highly of Miss Wyilie.
Mre Firkland feom the age of about 9 cyoled to
Faglestield., Her brothers went straight from Gair to
Dumtries Academy.

She showsd a2 school photo, about 151112, when her
brother had joined infants claess. The teacher (guite
good looking, wvoung), Miss Scott was in that photo for
Fair and the next vear for EBEaglesfield, for she left
the one for the obther. Faglesfield was perhaps a 4
tgacher school., Miss Scott lodged at Old Gair.  Also
in the photo were Armstrong girle - a family which had
returned from the Falklands to High Stenries. also
there were a givl Davidson, from Gair, the under
gamekeepers son (Duncan lrving was gither the boy or
his father), Jean Louden, daughter of the head besper.
The Lowdens lived at Cairnhill.

The school did not have much in the way of
outingas/sports., The only outing she remnembered was for
George VY's coronation, when they were all taben down in
decorated carts to Mossbnow.,

There was no Guild at Pincod.

The Springkell people went to Eirtls Church.

The minieters at Pincod were Mr Donaldson and Mr Fulton
frill the wunion or till they left). Hhe thought Fulteon
came form Corsock and that one of them — probably
Donaldeson ~ went bo Riga- I think it was he whose wife
was connected with Bewglass (my spelling), the Governor
of Bariinnie.

Every{;Far at. Fincod they had a soirse, and sometimes
magic Tantern shows. The big thing in her week was the
choir practice on Tuesday night. Tt was o great choire,
over Z0 of them. The choir was run by Mr Henderson,
the organist and an Eaglesfield grocer.

The headle was Davie Davidson, the roadman from ths
Langshasw area. fuite & lot came from Eaglesfield, for
there was no chuareh in the village - the choivce was
Fimncod, Firtle, Waterbechk or Middlebie. Bhe remarlecd
that Kirtle was a2 quoasd sacra parish.

Demaldson was very nice, quistish. Fultoen much the
wsame ([ felt she had a less clear impressicon of
Fulton).




Farms,
Farming and
Farmers

She mentioned Jdohnston who walibsed to Finood from
Souvthwoodhead.

Brashead marched with them -~ dhel (V) Beattie, then
ITrving.

Howgillside — Lamont.
Her mobther (7)) was from Logan Mains,.  The Logan burn
starts innear Sarkshields. she recal led seeing peat

being cult at logen Fains, (perhaps from Flowdens Moss).,

Sarkshields separated from {7 Wysebvhill by a small
strip of Burnfoothill, where they had a hunmting gate to

(throuwgh the wood ' ). There were originally 3 and then
Z farm cottages at Sarkshields. PFeople used Lto walk

thirough the fieids to Craig’'s (7)) shop at Kirtlebridge
Far shopping — coning out at Langshaw Burnfoot. (That
was, she guessed, the only shop in Hirtlebridge?.

Sarkshields +tarm had 2 water supply - a tank in a
fiwld. The water was, she thought, fine. Hut the
cottages used & well.

She thinks they Just had a kitchen tap until water wsas
put G There was no electricity - but also a tap in
the daiey.

She isn 't swe whether it was her father or the Mackies
who started the dairy., The milk wemt to kKirtlebridgs
gtation, got 10,18 train to Newcastle. Her father went
there about 1900, It became a big businsszs, the
biggest in the area. They started delivering on
reguest, to the United Free Manze, and it developed
from there. Feople pot out their cans -~ some perhaps
fad 2 camns, which all had to be washed and scalded by
the Donalidsons ~ everyibhing sterilised ( and nothing
pastewrised) . They started with a spring cart, then
abowt the time her sister lett school they began to use
large milk cans with taps. This led to a huge increasse
in demand., Eventually their round went via Eaglesfisld
and Kirtlebridge.

Her sister lives in the Meadows, Edinburgh - unmarried
= kept hotels, guesst houses and at one time kept house
tor her brother. She, I think, trained as an
industrial chemist.

She showed me a photo of her father and the workers,
each holding a bucket. I think it had the large milk
cans in it. He ssemed a thick set man, round faced,
slightiy bald at the fromt. The workforce was his )
wizter, a boy and 3 others.
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Sarkshields was very wet. She mentioned alterations to
the couwrss of the burns — onge came past the steading,

b across the road, to a cottage (‘across/cross £ 2 7). '7Q;
Fﬁnmthergﬁg? 23, 11 7 c by 1. S e g CCHNES Ku{
/ put as LOgan Water. (Mot clear” ~ but I think the 2 ﬁ‘”
P buerne may have b@ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂfﬁéé o make one, anﬁ‘Matki@}may
EF@“'E havekiﬁﬁgﬁdﬁd”éﬁ_'maruh’ iet. Doundary, bBulb ©ive pul oa |
capital Mi. £

She als=o showed photos of the farm house. It was not,
she thought, a particularly old house, nor wers there
old putbuildings. Her father was for’ ever adding

sheds. She also showed me a photograph of & joined
calves — Jjoined about the hip, bon dead after a great
strugale by Milligan the wvet. There was a byvere which
held 38 cattle, and a back byre for 10, with a calf

house at sach end., Then he built a byre for 40,

Mainly fSyrshires, the occasional Shorthorn bull . and
some bullocks.,

They had their owr threshing mill) for their own use.
They grew corn and a green crop, twnips for the cows
and some potatoes.

Lime, for whitewashing, ceme from Canldronlea.

Mothing historical on the farm. There was & mound in
ome field, away above the pond, across the road from
the steading.

There was aleo a hunting gete to Howgillside — but she
had no recollection of ever seeing the hunt.

They made cheesse only when the rallway was on sbrike
fthe second pereon to say that — but she didn't relate
it to a particular strike. I can think of only =
striktes sufficiently prolonged, but must check for
others! .,

M Donaldson came from Oarnwath, where his father was a
grocer . She showed a family photo ~ &lex {(loocked
voungest? became a manager in the albion Fotor Works,
Jim became a doctor, John a % grocer, and another a
chemist, [ think., Her father went to Agricultural
College, having enioved working on a farm ocutside
Carnwath. He never wowuld buy a farm until he bought
Overton, as second highesst bidder, the highest having
to withdraw/abandon it.,  &Gbout this time he wanted fto
gat wup on hils son, Peter and was worried that he
couldn 't afford to put FPeter in Sarkshields and buy
Overton, so his wife told him to be happy and ss11
Owverton, which he did. Hoon atter Torraorie came up.
When he went to see the Laird of Cavens, the Laird
said, ‘so youwr the man who can’t make up his mind’ -
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ut they got on fing, and he rented the farm.

e Donsldson was & great gardener.

booclevartes — kbnew well .

Brambeth. HBs vou go north most farms o were sheesp farmns,

hut Branteth had s dairy. Latterly Miller was there,

garlier GBibson, who went to FHirkpatrick Durbham, no

relation of the other LHibsons. Mre Mackie,

Sarkshields, was a GBibson. /& daughter is in Gresngate
e =y Waterbeck {married name 77 Marshall, Maskill}).,

Mackie, Sarbtshields - 7 sons, 2 daughters, cousins of
Hillhesad., Jdobhn {(Sarbkshields), Chariles {(Redhouse)d,
frclrew {(Altchison Bank), Jism (Waterbeck). Jobn then
went to Dalfibble,

Farms ~ sesp above.

Eaglesfield had about svervy trade except a plumber.
Smith ~ clogger, shoemaber, jodner, scolobor (Haeg)d.
Ol ande Hae opesned up in fAnnan - in Lady Street, past
Fobison s mills, may sbill ke theere. The father waws
Jimmy Fae. dimury Sreen, the tailor. U cutirart was a
big draper, who deaslt with Gfrica - buot she dide 't
think of the Urgubarts as sc omuch invelved in village
affairg, The shop was managed by Jarding. They had a
traveller, Wilson, from BEccleftechan.

Lime was gob $from Cawldronlea.

Hee esrlier about Ssrkshields baving own mill.

Her father liked the Johnson-Fergusons. bdhen he left,
arnd they were collecting for his presentation,
Jobnson-—-Ferguson said he hoped he'd have a Donaldson in
Sarkehislds as long as he 1ived. They L1ibked §ady
dohnson-Ferguson too ~ really agracious, & real lady. I
get the feeling that the next Lady Johnson—Ferguson
wash 't so highly regarded.

SGhe mentionsd {above) the gamebkeepers. The Louden
tamily wers very clever -~ 7 of themn. Dave bscame a
gamekeeper, Dornald wae helped into business by
daohneon~Faergusorn, who was very good that way, and had
ties with Manchester. Bill to the police the lett
Bumfriess Academy to join the army in World Ware 1, but
was sent back as btoo voung. so he got the nickname
Heneral lLouwdern’).  John went into gardening (laros) ),
Cath to nursing, Jdean and Chariie teachers.



They also knsw Peter Mobregor, the factor well., MNanna
Mofregor , became & doohor, went to Taunton, Clssie
older — not strong, staved at homs.  Feter went to
Sevohelles.

Mierellangous Mre Rirkland i very keen on embroidery. Bhe had,
among others, an enbroidered piocture of Wreaths towesr,
and at present is working on the Hnowe., She also is a
kesn cook, and was preparing & special bestroot pickies
{in lemorn and something elsed.

She also loves maps. She descoribed the differesnt
rowtes one could take, mentioning Hennedy 's Cornge -
witere the road twwned right for High Stenries.

M Bowvie - a real Eaglesfield many, and his father
pefore {(peossibiliy in connection with the school®y.,
Brother at Catherinsfield, Dumfries — had bsen at

Durd sdesr . Was at Dumfries Scademy.

Doctor Carruthers had a coachman.  The sbtory of bis
having & cure rang & bell but she wasn 't suwra. A great
mary, =0 far advanced for his yvears. Wihven she was &
girl she got kicked in the face by a horse (which
pldelry "8 1ilke 4 when she threw a stong at it) one Sunday
night when she was oubt walking - abowt Burnside. She
was carcied home, the silkman oveled to Dooctor
Carruthers, who came in his pony and trap and stitched
tier.  Her whole, who was a doctor, later remarbed on
what a good job r Gearruthers had made.  The mark is
dJust visible and no nore now. You ses it LF wvoa know
whiere to ook

Dowctor Darlyie then took the practice.

Her {faither was chalrman of the Farish Council for a
number of yvears., Leslie was secretary and used to
cyele up to ses Me Domaldson on pardsh business. M
onaldeon normally btravelled by pony and teap - didn't
get car till after borld dHaoee 1.



