CAalN HILL RESEARCH

Interview with Mre Lindeay {Coltart) Z2oth NMovember 1986
Whithorn

Frecomnended by Fr Mofierihoe. e was a kit difdident abouwlt having
anvithing much to say, but came on well., told & few stories.  She plays
Brdddoge at Fort William and Monreith Golé Club (7)) {ladies onlyi in
winter, Hirkirmer in swnmer — where Bussell FMellyoont always wins.

Judging from sxperience, she's an excellent balker,

Bhe lived in Hivkpatrich Fleming village for only aboat 10 years -
about 1920781 to 1929/30. Bhe said she was & faw months olders than
Dave Mitehell, and must have been born about 1909710,

he forms & tie up between the ¥ ends of the parish.

Her father gobt an enginesring business in Dumiries, abeot (929, later
re-mare i e,

Sohool Bhe was &t Hirkpatrick Fileming school for only one
vear, the gualifving class, taught by Mr Rae, and got a
bursary for Lockerbie Scademy (IF vou failsd the
gualifyving vou sither staved at Firipaterick Fleming or
paid, as ong of her sisters did). She had little
recollection of Mr Hae.

e of her contemporariss was Bert Burneitt, a bright
spark. She remembered him one day in the train {where
by often gobt Wup bto hiogh dinked. Hert had & desad
mole, and touchesd the girls facss with it to provoke
alarm. fre Lindsay's older sister was made of stern
studd and ahowed no reaction - g0 she was then spaered.
Bert now lives in Annan. His (P) sister was & great
friend, died 2/% vears ago at Nutberrv. tAgrnes feving,
= Hobin Irving from Glenzier: OF fthe tsachesrs she
mentioned Misses Hrown and édnderson, and their
marriages, and a nice voung one who came, Miss Jardine.
Miss Hrown was & singsr.

The Coltarts lived for & vesr or so in the old school
whiery they first came.

HMarry Moon alszo went to Lockerbie Scademy — and his
sizster Feg was a grealt +#friend of Mes Lindsav's sister.

Her wvounger =sister fnnie was involved in a tragedy when
travelling to Lockerbie Goademy. Une of the girls
opened the door for some reasson and fell out ( and got
Lilted). Armie tried to catcihy her but couldn’t hold
her.

There was a 1ot of smobking on the train ~ you could buy
9 Wopdbineg for 2d in the station slobt maohines. She
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Chureh

didm 't mmoke.

Hhe Jeft home asbout 8030, got home at 3 pem.  She'd no
recollection of grest school occaszions.

Aarnie Leglie was in her olass.

Bl was, like Jenny Donaldson, s member of Pincod
choir. & great choir - run by BEit Henderson, the
mrganist from Faglesfiesld. Later, when Donaldson
Fetired, they went to Chapelinows, where she was in the
wmans ohoir as the Mackies. Bow she just sings in the
body of the churoch.  Her father was an elder, bul not
perhaps till they left Pincod, or even Chapelhknows. He
was a strong United Fres man, opposed to the anion,

The Fincod choir used o have parties — sometimes at
Sarkshields. Then there were socirees ftor the church in
Faglestield Public Hall. Her mother had a brass
bettle, ornamemntal reslly, which she saw in uss only
oree, oouring tea at a8 sDLIree.

Slver coaldn 't remembher who the beadle was.

l.atterly the Uoltarts went to a church in Buccleugh
Strest, Dumfries (She didn’t think it was Bethamny Hall,
but it sounded Lilke ihi.

The oheoir practiced weekly., Bhe mentioned some of the
choir members. Will Henderson Hit's brotherd, and
Bit s wife, Jdeam Gresmn - the voungest of the family and
Melus Green, Maggile too {she called bim "dAmelias’ ~
wole it b Mmelius Yi.0 Her beothere used to imitate
the wsy Maggle Green walked up the aisle i chwroh.

e she dodned the church, instead of attending the
wsual classes, she wase allowed to join afier ogoing just
once Lo see M Donaldsaon ~ I think the same day as she
doined. Mr Tionaldson was guist. She couldn’'it remsembee
s owite, but she did recall plaving charades at a
party in the Manse. George Denaldson went to Rigg and
used Lo do Fill-in services after he retirved, but
gign 't live much longer.

Iothimdk Jobnny Rag was in tThe ohoir.
Haer family have remained good church goers all their
lives ~ a brother i= an elder in Dumbarton {another e

in Dalbeattiel.

Wiern her father was 111 they bhad fto walk all the way to
churoh.
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Soort and
FErtertal nmant

david

ke understood Fiogod wes on the only land Springhkell
woulid allow them to have.

I think she said dnnie Mackie was Uhapelinows organiest.
P JIghnston was Eirkpatrick Fleasming organist for many

vaars - worked in Jeswellewrs in Annan.

A lot oof her storiss were about unodsficial

entertainment .,

o

Her Father and Mr Burnett were wvery bkeen curlers.  They
weecd to play on & pond a2t Rasburnhead (In this
comnection I have noted “andy Burnett, John Mackie,
Fadhouse , arnd Jobnny Mackie, Hillbhesd® -~ presumably
cur-lers) . One winter, perhaps 19329 or 19H6 they were
able to cuwrl on Lthe moss for abowt & weeks from
Fealiruary .

The tennis couwrts were in the village. Jdobn songone,
rot Finlay, but that rame somehow hit her, had a field
behind the houses, where they plaved. Later they moved
to Toppinghead. #Hhe plaved with people like Hary and
FMargaret: Eiliot, Dave and Jim Mitchell (The Elliotb
sisters bolbh married Bobby Grabham - Margeret who died,
ther Mary, who died this year at Oretnald. This group
plavaed in the village as well as Toppingheasd.

Bhe didn't bEnow much abouwt gueoiting, but thought her
father plaved in the smiddy wvard.

She plaved cards at home with her sisters and brothers.
Rummy, whist and sc on. Ornce they started guarelling,
s0 their father threw the cards in the fire. about
157230 vears ago she lesarned bridae st & beginners class
im, I thimk, FPort Milliam fwhere they bhad 11 172 tables
Tagt mightl),. She plave a strong Clab and s weabk Mo
Tramg -

She won first prize at the very first whist drive she
went to in Firkpatrick Fleming.

Molly Mackie uvsed to take dancing teams to fthe
Festival.

She {ang her sister 7)) owent bto gne dance at Hirkpatrick
Fleming, on strict instructions to be home by 12, What
a rrush to get thers by &0 1010 I think she went with
Jdohn Mackis. Farmers and curlers had dances.

Moily used to =ing publicly - a soprano. Mres Lindsay
is now a contralto, but may have Deen sopranc.

Bare &



Mo recollection of village fetes etec., except a memory
of something at Mosshknow.

They played badminton in the village hall.

: Aleo in cholr — Mark Simpson and wife, Agnes and Jean
w Jghl Bloan (Wemedmrs) ., Wiykthy Meduws

N

Economic Her father took over the smiddy from Jim Graham. His
asslstant {also his assistant at Shawhead) was Mark
Simpson, who took the business over when Mr Coltart
left, Mark Simpson marecied Miss Gilles, from the Post
Hfice. Her father had been an apprentice with J & E
Wallace of Castle Douglaz, and had a brother who did
the same. The brother became an enginesr and worked
for Wyllie's Dumfries for over 40 vears. Mrs Lindsay
ghidn t remember a great deal about the business -
shos—ing hmrﬁEEQ?gmaﬁing harrows. Her father had a
chevriolet car.  He left Firkpatrick Fleming to become
an engineer. James Orabham left the bhusiness to become
a farmer at Broadlea. UOne of his twe sisters, HBessy
used to cvole to Annan everyvday Lo work in a garage.
dessie was the other. Jim's son. Willie, took a hotel
in bhkve, antd is now separated from his wite.

Conmected with Jim Grabham was Heney GBraham, the

coal —merchant, rival of Jobhn Davidson, who amused
peoples by saving "[t'1il be Friday the morn in Annan’.
The Grabhams (Jim) left in 1922,

She mentioned — a8 €0 many do -~ bMat Wallace, the
tailor. Ghe couldn’t think of anyihing special to say
about him, but people wouldn’'t keep mentioning him

unless something made him stand out.

She alsc mentioned Doodley, where yvou got vour clogs
fined, and the postman, who lived ‘in a row of houses .

Like others she remembered Isa Moon's shop, which seems
to have plaved a big part in the lives of the yvoung.

She could not recollect any tractors.

The raad, sven then, was quite busy.

Mo electricity. Paraffin lamp=s. She remembered an
incident when she was plaving with andrew Davidson and
Dave Mitchell, and they knocked over, and smashed, a
paraftfin lamp.

for could she recall having the phone.

Tramps used to vislt the smiddy to boil billy cans.
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Mr Fraser (tall hat) used Lo make little decorative
ormnaments out of stufd that logked like marble.

Farms shto. Mackie - Redhoouse - used to wisit ﬁtcaﬁiﬁmaily. Chi it
digd while she lived in Eirkpatrick Fleming. 8&lso
Johin.

Broadlesa - seg above (Grahamd.

Wymaby Mains -~ Bob Sloan - bought Langshaw, now in
cottage. His daughter, Margaret, is a sister in
Dumfries Intirmary. - See choir (Agnes, Jeand.

She mentioned Davidzsons in WMest Scales.

Davideson — Havfield., They used to visit., Andres was &
leading light in the parish. dJobn a teacher (and at
first she also thought Georges).

Tom Beattie — Wicketthorn — mean old man (can't really
have been oldl). Once during wer they were with psople
at Mutbherry, petrol being rationed, they went to visit
Cand be oran them so far back {(to Falryrow), making themn
walk the rest. Very dogmatic, unlike his sister Marvy.
4 daughters — é&nna (Y, 8hesgna, Mary (seriows like her
tather:, Jennifer {(became a doctor, now Clark, olnwick,
beeps in touch with Mrs Lindsay). 611 the Beatties
were duxes at Lockerbie Academy.

Eiliot — Sarkaside. The families wvisited. both ways -~
bul she couldn 't think of much to sav. See Margaret
and Mary, above.

In the Daks{?) was a widower/bachelor who had a
threzshing mill which he hired out.

I've also a note about Mrs Tom Beatbtie, orippled with
arthritie, in connection with the Oxks.

Showing. The only farmer she could recall winming at
shows was Fobin frving — who was outside the parish.
Guite famous for Holsteins.

Bermtry Ghe mentioned Mossknow having a gamesheeper and sawmill.
Mary White = father worked on the ezstate, and Annie
Leslie’s tather (Amnie Leslie in her classi, in lodge
near Fedhouse,

She liked the Ras s — Hamish and father (of whon the
usual storv).
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Miscellaneous

Mer own family ~ 1 geld, 2 Jeszs, % Annde — brothers at
Dalbasattie and Helensbuwrgh.

Her father was a pipe snoker (so0 no cigarette cards).

Ghe and Yi (YY) Burnett wused to go to cookery class.
Dave Mitchell and (her hise 7)) father csed o wait in
the house svery week to Laste the wares. Dave was
alwayvs up to deviiment. On ohe occession Sndeew
Davideson took Joe Weight for a run i #Andrew Davidson's
car, lemaving Jos Weight's car behind. & gang of them -
including Dave Mitchell and Mre Lindsay - pushed Joe's
car round the back of the school, and he couldn't find
it. HMre Lindssy oot the blame, perhaps being the
oldest. ;%he didn 't think it was fair.

¢
U another gccasion their ocwn car was stolen. Thie
thieves had lifted the garage door off its hinges. The
car was found in Carlobe.

Characters? Tom Irving the butcher was a jocular
+elliow.  Another character was "Wingy ', who had only
One arm.

The doctor - Christie, rough manner, nice.
Vet - ran’t remember.

Burnie 7 « couwldn 't remsmber anyvone so called.
Hollee {(alwavs Fairvrawls She knewn very few there -~
Mre Bell, a draper buddy, guite nice. Jim Collinge was

in her class, guite clever.

M Mofedbbhue ‘s breother and her older beother wers in bhe
same clase at school.

Ficnics. Their favorite spot was up the road beyvond
Trwvington.

SBhe mentioned Doctor Carlyie ognce attending her mobher.

She suggested that I should have broovght Dave Mitchell
along with me to help stimulate her memory.
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