AMM HILL EBEBUEST

Maelly Miller
Interview with Mrs. Lorraine
{and daughter Mrse. Qoupland) 1=t December, 1984

Mrres. Coupland had read about owr activitiss, and "‘phoned Me. Doble,who
reftarred her Lo me.  Her sother is related to Mrs. Lorraine, the
Dumtries Academy Fhysics teacher, and they Mrs. Coupland and firs.
Lorraing) combine to ressarch the family history. Mrs. Lorraine
{Serrvion ) was brought up at Cove Guarry Dobttage (mes. Miller, Nelly)
antd her father was probably the last man te work it legally before
ites first closure. Mrs. Coupland had made a map, based on ber
mother ‘s recollections.

Gohoal Mrs. Lorraing liked school. Bhe recalled Mr.
Mokerchar, the Headmaster, when she left about 1913,
He had a big family and alwave seemed harassed, as i+F
they were too much for him. He was often cross, but
she used to take him & rose from the Cove Cottage
garden. His house was next door but one. While she
was at school & cookery room ertension was built on,
which was used to start & soup kitchen - 1/73d & plate -
great! They all got cookery lessons, bot she can’t
recall who taught. When she wasn 't buving the soup for
lunch she would go down to the railway crossing to meet
the baker.

Mise Graham was the infant teacher, and also took

private punile for music - planoc. {I've a note about
her teaching "Hill girl’® piano, and alsg "Ella tay
Irving’™ — as if she was also a music pupily - for
MUELC.

The teacher before Mr. Mockerchar 's class was Miss MHorne.

#Another who gave music lessons was Mary Wilson, whose
father, she thought, was & porter at the station - and
taught Nellvy s sister pilang.

Ffrter School it wazs common to attend night schonl (sams
place, T thinkl. Her brother Dave’ s comics were burnt
by her mother because he wasn't at night school.
Eventually he took an International Correspondence
course amd gualified as an Enginser.

She took me through her old school photos, and a

separate list is available. Roughly going left to
right from backi-
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Douglas Hind, son of plate layers; John Hastie, son of
groom/chaffeuwr to Dr. Carruthers; Joe Fask, who lost

an eyve -~ Lthorn in it. Lived Railway Cottage, and
fFather worked on railway; George Johston (son farm
worker), Dave Rogerson (Wm. Field — born same night as

Nelly Miller), Jim Mitchells John Mackie (Redhouse -
there was another John Mackie in the clsss, but not in
the ‘photar: HMary Davidson {(stayed with her granny);
Viglet Richardson {bad an English mother, always
dressed up, lived in wee cottage next George Moffat off
Station Road end, Jpretend o be foresiman) mason {(oF
ArpsmaeorrTr—;  MHillie kennedy (villagel; Georgina
Turnbull (beadle’'s daughter). I World dar 1 Melly
Miller met her with three voung baivrns.  She mareried
John Johnston, the clogger at Toppinghead, and said

it s better to be an old man’'s darling than a young
man ‘s slavel.

Melly Miller’'s sister {(Dressmaker, to munitions works -
where she gob Melly Miller ind; iz (2 Dusfd {to
Dumfries): Winnie Richardson (sister of Vi, possibly
want to Gretna Hall, had aunte in Southsea who had
taa—rooms and possibly took over Gretna Hall as hotel):
Mary Jane Muarray (dMorth fngle, dauwghter of farm
workerly Mary Carlvyvle {whom she Rept up with all hews
Life). Her mother was a widow and supported the tamily
by washing at Robgill Towsr. "Family ages with us’.
Her father, stone mason at Cove Guarry, was killed in
an accident there in his 407 s,

She recalled no pupil as ouwtstandingly clever or
poisterous. Fertaps Jos Fark was the liveliest - he
ran aboul a 1ot with her brother. He used to stay with
them a lot in holiday time. She thinks he becsme
station master at Locharbriggs.

Later she added more about the teachers. Mra. Horn was
nice. Bhe hardly recalled Misses Feid and Grabham,
evcept as a memory of getting straws to make things
with in intfant class.

I have a note ‘sther fAnne Finlay’ — could she be
arnother girl in "photo whose name she at first couldn 't
get?

The School had an outside tap in the plavground.

Might School — The teacher {i.&. head) took 1t. éanvone
who wanted to get on went,

The previous head was Blackie Hroon, who taught her two
older brothers. A worthy. He could give vou the strap
ard then be nice to you. in Melly Miller s day she
gdidn 't remember getting the strap much. She and Mary

E
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Jane Murray had very long hair, and she recalled the
boys behind her (FarkT) getting into trouble for
putting their hair in the ink wells,

She now moved to a second ‘photo. lst, Finlay (nice,
wee, guistly Rogerson: Jim Mitchelly Z Mackies
inicer: May Davidsong Irving {(better dressed than
mast, an only daughter, parent married late)s
Fichardson (pall. Possibly Jessie Scott next, not
e, Than mavbe Jeanis Black -~ wee one. Big Mary
Bword at end. There wazs also the Micol girl {daughter
woodcutter at Calaveritsholm) and a Saddington {(father
in sawmill at Beltenmont). Next row Dougal Hind:
George Davidson {awful nice, nice family, Hayfield).
There should be a bov Steel from Hollee, and somsone
from Jolly Buildings (which she never heard called
"Melsons ') at the back.

I think dnnie Melormick and Lizrie Rae were from the
Schoel . lizrcie Rags lived at Moorend.

She thinks Mise Horn never marvied.

Church Hhe showed a Bunday 8SHehool dttendance certificate for
1911 fland alsc for another year). 8Bhe recalled being
taught by Miss Heid, who was also at the SBchool.
Therese Graham also taught, or possibly her sister,
Violet. She mentioned someone who was the ladies maid
at Mosskrow sewing for the cantatas.

Her sister was nursemaid to the Halkers at the Manse.
She says that a close relative of Me. Walker, his
brother she thought, won a let of money on the pools
which helped the Walbkesrs sducate their children.

She showed me twe large volumes, one for the "Hovs
Faper ' and one for ‘Chums’ which were awarded in 1907
and 1908 for Sunday School attendence {(possibly not for
Mersel 7

She had no recollections of the previous Minister, Me.
Graham, but knew that she was christened by him, and
that her mother liked him.

They were brought up in the Chuwreh, as people then were
= Sunday Scheool at 10, Churceh 11 and Bigle Class at

night.
HBhe was in the junior choir, as was Jean Turnbull - &
grand singer — and, she thinkse, Georgina. Hr. Turnbull

was beadle.
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Sport and
Entertainment

Eoomomio

ecasionally School outings were to the field opposite
Heltenmont.

Sam Wallace and Mr. Twnbhull were glders.

She recalled otiter hunts and fox hunts, which she
assoniated with the NMugents of Cove. She remembers the
gamekesper following & fox, which had “stolen’ their
hens to the railway bank.

She didn't plav/remember badminton. The choir social
and the Bowler s social were occasions. Her parents
weren 't in the cholr, nor went to the pub, but her
father occasionally played bowls, latterly. There was
carpet bowling in the Hall, amd a bowling green in bhe
village.

Ehe never knew card games plaved.

Men plaved auoits, and there was wrestling in Fesel Holes
Bridge {(through railway crossing, don't go for houss,
male for Shawrigol).

And, of course, Solrees.

The HMary who taught the piano was maybe not Wilson, but
Richardson, and sang in the choir.

Other outings (Chuwohy - to Springkell, Castlemilk,
onee to Silioth by train,

Her 4ather, and her mother's father both worked at Cove
Buarry. Her father had left Fife, served in an iron
works (PLhochgelly!, wenit to railway, to the guarry,
whetre he drove the pug.

She claims that the stone can be recognised.

In the 18%907¢ (I think this is & bit muddled) - thevy
were hit by the Development of & special sort of brick,

The Manager she seemed to call “Jobony’ Lambk — (should
be Tom™)

There was a bridge outside their cottage, even then
said to be unsafe, since pulled down.

Iin the couwse of the morning she mentioned 3 fatal
accidents at the Guarry. Une above, another was her
grandfather.
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Hepr father had to clesr things away when the Guarrey
closed in L90E.,  Went to Lanarkshire, then back to
Dumfriesshire. it re-opened and closed again about
191E,

Gihe zaid a lot about the cottage (which no longer
stands!) and showsd a photo. At the back was a
beautiful wood, featuring blusbells and water lilies
{gince cut down). The bridoge was still standing during
Worid War 2. They used to carry water, two peails on a
vake, from a spring in the wood.

Therse were 23 steps from the rallway to the cottage.
They had & cow, hens and pigs. Her +father put down
pipes from the river (to get a supply for the animals,
I thinki. This was near a waterfall. There was a lot
of wild fruit - raspberries, hzelnuts., crab applea.

They got +eeding stuwdt from Carlisle.

They made thelir own chesse and butter. They had & big
mili house {and field from Cove for the cow). They
also kept twrkevs, which the Martindales took to Annan.

Gypmies used to come and sell them brooms, which they
stopped buyving when they discovered that the handles
had been made fron wood purleoined from their own

gir o

There would be hams bhanging up in the cottage. They
often went to Carlisle on & Satwday, to pay the feed
Bill. HNot often to Annan, though a waggonette went
there every Friday., Martindale took her mother s
tuwrkeyvs, and an old man from Irvington took hens for
her, in a basket under the cart. He also supplied
carrots, if they'd run ocut of their own, and would give
her an apple. (To Irvington by {foot, ascross the river,
thro' wonds, thro' middle of RBirchiehead farm), Feople
could get lost going that way, so her mother would getl
Mer to show people the wWway.

The previous occoupant of the cottage - Jack Scott -~
left 1902 or 1903, The tillers had been at Mewton, and
thern moved to Cove Guarry Cottage. She mentioned that
the Scotts had taken her sister (more aloof than Melly
Miller: to Edinbwgh once.

Some of Duarrymen ceme by foot each day +rom fAnnan.
They left at &.00 a.m. and worked a long day for &/—- a
week.

The Foor House children came to the School. They were

alwavs waell dresssed, in grevy woollen skirts and
Jumpers, heavy boots, short hair.
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The ordinary children all wore clogs, and thick woollen
stockings in Winter, with mutches over their esars.
Fatie Martindale alays looked awful cold. It was
generally considered that farmers were mean.

Her mother bought her knitting wool from old Sam
Wallace, an old tailor and grand singer who sat behind
the Millers in Church. His son, bMat Wallace, carried
o the business and made excellent suits. He was in
the Eastern Star in Annan. He {(Nat) hadn 't an
putstandingly strong personality (in response to my
cuwrloslty about why =0 many remember Bim) . She thouoht
he later travelled for Readvmades (which I took to be
the namse of a firml. There used to be bales of cloth
lving in Bam’s shop. Dwing the War ‘my sister and I°
got Sam to make costumes, which cost £1 for material
for "all T oof ug’. Sam was first mentioned when we
talked about characters.

There were 3 Dressmakers — Annie Bell (with whom
Sinclair the Guarry Manager lived)i; Johnston (Mewton)
who had an awful asthmatic wheeze. Nelly Lorraine
remembered sitting looking at an ornament in the house
and asking, "Is that the Devil?’ HNelly Miller waz born
next door.  The third Dressmaber was Bella Temple, who
had a house near Mosshnow.

There were two cloggers, Brown the butcher, Bell (or
later Ritchie) +or groceries. Bella Moon had a wee
shop, seld bread, tea-cakes, sweets. This wan the shop
nearest the school. Bhe thinks there was perhaps a
bButcher s van.

There was a Smiddy at Christielands, and Jim Graham,
whiy married a Little from Flosh. Then Davidson the
Coal agent, with hie son (?) Harold., They were thought
to be better off.

She mentioned & friend * . 2y wmbhewas “on the
ﬁﬁﬂlﬂb_ﬂh¢mﬁ¥4ﬁﬁhﬁ%ﬁthﬁf‘ﬂ%Ed1m_Jim%LAMHﬁiJﬂlJWELHL&&ihh
Aunld. . L oyatartar, calisd her—mother—uwp—teasbkhhow
her dawghter-—trad—get——Rew frock, She thinks Mers,
Jahﬁﬁtmﬁe—hwdﬁmade*Tt oo 2o would investigate
anvthing “suspicious’ that the poor had. (A very
different view of dear old Mr. . (e.oo)  Sekemarry-were
an_tha_pami&h_—-44&ﬁﬁmy—a—tﬁrwiﬁ+e~ham+%1at4unﬂﬁhui__

S T o R Er%imﬂ%ﬁfTﬂﬂ%?‘*ﬂﬁhﬂﬁﬂﬁmﬁ”ﬁﬂwvﬁﬁ@-&é&ﬁ—ﬂ“btanﬁ
mason ., ki Hed—wt Cove. 1 oo - .

The Mill was working, of couwrse, and you could get
flowr there.
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Farms ard
Farming

They used to make ketchup from mushrooms, which seem to
have grown in "Blaeberry Wood® -~ which was the wood
between the house and Feel Hole Bridge. They gathered
nettles for feeding stuff, boiled old potatoes and
gresn staff, mized with Indian meal. The used to breed
rabbites {of all colows) and let them away. The woods
were full of them. ~Also geese, ducks. Hnd trout in
the Kirtls.

I people were hard up old Doctor Carruthers would say,
dust vou pluck me & couple o hens, that il do. She
doesn 't remember him much.  Unce she got pneumonia,
from sitting ocutside with bhare +teet. He told her
mother to sit by her for 10 davs. 14 she swvived till
then, she'd pull throuvoh.

Ther came Dr. Carlyle, related to Thaomas Carlyvie. She
feraseld was nuresemald for 4 and a halfd years to another
Dr. Oliver Carlvyle, in Dumnfries (who may also be the
. Carivie in Gretna, nephew of Carlyvie Gitken).

In times of hard $rosgst the Quarry woribmen could be idle
for up to & weeks and get no pay. Her father's job
included gathering the rentsz from the Hamper - from
which he got his wages. But when they were idle they
couldn 't pay, =o he lost out.

Her mother always had a barrel of falt herring.
‘Whit's for Dinner™’ ‘Whawmill ™ (nothingl. TWhit
about saut herrin?’

The Gretne muanitions work in World War 1 must rate as
part of the parish economy — but see under
miscellaneous.

They kept a huge collie to frighten tramps.

They gave up keeping the cow.

Their cow was called "Ready’'. Bhe remembers it having
a calf. Henhouse on top of Hrag. They, or she, used
to cling to top of the henhouse and then jump.

Annie Molormichk’'s mother opened the level corossing

gates.

When they didn’'t keep a cow they got their milk From
Martindales. (It was in this context thaet she said
farmere were often considered mean, altho’ she seemed
to hold the Martindales in considerable regard
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Miscel l aneous

mevertheless) ., Thay_gmt milk fand butter if nesded)
wevery morning before school, and the bill - about one
shilling and & 1/728d ~ at the weskend. The Martindals
mother was in Mether Woodhouwse, then their son went to
Linder Woodhouse {(77).

Most farmers were mentioned only incidentally — like
GFlendinning at Broasts.

Haclk to Martindales. S married a Masterton. Siseter
ztill stayved there — Nelly Miller paid her for butter.
There was Jim, Ted brother), Kate (married Reid from
somewhere like Chapelpark). Jld firs. Martindale was
mald to be mean, FKatie never had anv gloves, had sore
hands from hacks.

Wlamn Millers had & cow Forevibh was in Woodhouse. The
pld man retired, went to Merkland, the sons to
Australia.

Burnet (Mouwbthill? ‘older than me’ — one in sister’'s
class.

Bruce s Cave. Az children she, and the gamebkeepsr s
tand the gardener 's) children used to go to the hole in
the rock to say it was where Druce saw the spider.

Hhe remembere her brothers getting & motorbibke with
side car, which must have been before they smigrated to
Camada in 1913,

Lotes of Fools in Fairy Row — Mary, Jeanie, Maggie.
Aleo Swordes, then poor, later prospered.

Characterse - {don’'t publish) - e, wr Fiwved with
TTAT L T e = A beautitul person, It was considered
a soardal when went to Church. She alzo remembered not

understanding the dokes of "the older women’ when Annie
Bell had a child by the Quarry Manager.

Bod s Hole - asentioned — on Wicketthorn Road to
Woondhouse -~ footpath throuwgh, a great pondlike hole,
msaid to have the dead dogs of the villagers. Slimvy.

Hailway HEridge (for Cove sidings) fell down afier
uarry closed.

Farm mentionsed in connection with Bod s Hole.
The time she ran away to London. She wanted a kitten,
wasn 't allowed (coming home from Wylies, who must have

had a spare onegl. She hid the kitten in her shawi and
mace +for London, getting as far as the level-crossing
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Gentry

E Thagot, WG _EUM.Q}[
fren G\a&{fﬁw&ﬁ. bt
Never Fypsd 2

{1l mile) before being caught.

Faor some reason she wore long stockings over here clogs
in bhe snow.

On & Sunday they would be able to walk to the village
along the railway, the shortest way, when there were
few trains.

Her own family - John {(Gorn 2%. 12.87), Agnes and Ann
{(189%0 ~ one died), Janet (11.93), David {(3.94), William
Bruce (11.95), al in Burntisland., 2 died. Walter
(11.97 Hirkpatrichk), Elizabeth Scott (B.9%9), Ellen
Dewar FRamsay (5,013, Sndrew (19.11.02). She was called
after an Aunt in Fife, wherse Jobn Dewar was killed in
an accident.

Mrs. Uoupland’'s great-grandfather, Walter Lorraine was
alsg killed at the fuarry — hit by & crane, it ig

bl ieved. He didn "t wordk there, but lived at
Wicketthorn 1B10-1864, 52 when he died. His father,
dohbn Lorraine came from Caughillhead, Langholm, and
before that Qakwoodhill {and married Margaret Byers).,
Margaret Byers came from Eaglesfield. & Hargaret
Miller at Wysebyhill, 18091832, comes into the family
tres.  She married James Byers (BEaglesfield). Margarest
Byvers (1805-83) married Walter Lorraine - see
Hirkpatrick Fleming Churchyard.

Three of her brothers went to Canada. The last brother
went to Derby, became & Scout Master, was at the
Jamborese with the later monarch. (Ferhaps a fourth
brother also to Canada™? She and sister worked in
Munitions Works ~ and & lot of the recent exhibition
fat Stranraerd was hsr reninliscences.

ne of her grannies — swrname Bruce — was from Skve.
Hhe had photos of William Miller, Janet Williamson.
Orme (she) died 19238, lovely complexion, locked like
that till death. In 121& her father got work on
Dornock. Brothers to Canada on "Victoria® — but they
clidn "t know. Left 132th. "Titanic’' sunk 18th - feared
them on board. Came back 1914, took third brother,
Joined Canadian frmy.

Cove then belonged to Patrick Nugent, who alwavs lived
there. Bhe described him as "higher’  gentry than its
nert ownaer. Little.

Femembered old Beneral Braham, who died —fAnne Finlay's
father was chaffew . Frobably hard up. Had

gamekeepar, ataft.

ITherese—Heabam died.
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