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Rev. éGlexander H. Mackenzie, 170h January, 1987

By telephone 17th January, 1987, having ‘phoned him
earlier to give him time to prepare his tbthoughts. Much
of his talk concerned his other Chuwches, but was
important in so far as Me. Mackenrie is part of the
paridsh history, his outlook and life in general sust be
considered relevant. #Slthough bhe disclaimed any grsat
learning, his talk was liberally laced with guotations
from Milton and the scriptwres to illustrate points. I
found many of his descriptions guite craphic, which
again is in appasrent contradiction to the wview, both
from himseld and the recollections of others, that his
strength lay in pastoral work rather than preachtdng.

He was author of the Hrd Statistical Account for
Hirkpatrick Fleming, amd save that his acoount sust
BLFVIVE HOMBWhErS. (The published volume apears to
coantain the reports in an edited form.)

Hire M. Mackenzie was Minister, the whole interview
logically falls under the standard heading of "Thurch’.

The first thing he talked about, and with feeling, was
the controversy over the glebe which did much to sowr
hig ministry at Hirkpatrick Fleming.

There were two glebes; the cuter and innsr glebe,
comprising about twenty two acres in all (5 ifner, 17
outer, he thought). The Caledonian Railway had cut
through the glebe, the station being on church
property, o that a rent had alwavs been paid for it to
the Trustees of the Church. The ground was generally
let out, at very low prices in view of the depressed
wtate of agriculture before 1959, When Mr. Mackenzie
went to Kirkpatrick Fleming the lease was held by a #e.
Irving whose son haed {later?) & garage in Dumfries.

M. Mackenzie thinks Irving had kad it before the bar.
The tive acres near the mansze were good land, but the
outer glebe was naturally marshy, poor land. It was
almost sntirely surroundesd by Jim Connell s (Newton)
tand, and Jim Connell wanted to buwy it, although Tom
Irving wanted to keep 1t. And this brought the
controversy.

Jim Cormnell was & Glasgow man, which perhaps was to
tell agaimst him ( Me. Mackenzie was from
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Firr. MackKenzie - indeed judging from the ‘phone calli 1°d
say Jim Connell and Jim Irving of Shawrig were hig
closest friesnds in the parish. Im contidence, Jim
sounded out the Minister about the possibility of
purchasing the land. Hr. Mackenzie said he had no
personal objection, and ~ as reguested — kept the
matter in confidence, which he now thinks was a
mistake, for he should have informed the session at
onee, but e was in an awhward position and at the tine
thought he was doing the right thing.

Jim Connel then wrote to the General Trustees, who
consulted Mr. Mackenzie and, having received his
advice, recommended the sale of the land. Annan
prestviery agreed to the sale, but in the meantime Tom
Beattie, Session clerk and County councillor had
obiected. AL the nexi Meelting of Freshylery Jdim Irving
-~ presbytery elder - said that the sale would causs
some displeasuwre in the community, the agresment was
aver-turned, and Tom Irving (& big burly man? got to
beepn the lesse.

In the circumstances Mr. Mackenzie thought Fresbytery
was probably uite right, and he remained on friendly
termsg with Jim Irving, but he felt bitter and angry

towards Tom Beattie -~ and obviously never complietely
got over it. This was partly because of the

circumstances im which the dispute occwrred. After
seven vears of marriage his first son was born and was
due to be baptised that Sunday. Ths Minizter s cup of
Mappriess Wwag running over -~ and then, that very day,
Tam Beattie accused him of bribery and corraption.

It was the custom for the Besslon to meet before
{ommunion bto digcuss arrangements. They would then
have o prayver and go into churech. 6t this time Tom
Beattie reminded the minister it was time for praver,
but the minister ‘blew his ftop’, in hig own words, and
zalid there will be no praver until we're in church,
Tom, he said, ‘would aggravate & saint {from hesven’,
and was a trouble maker at presbytery. He'd begun as a
ploughman, bhecame a very hard aworbking farmer, suffered
from & bad heart and was a bundle of nerves. Hig wife
was niee.

Mr MebBenzsie remnsrbked that he'd alwayvs tried to base his
life on his mother, and not to tabke offence, on the
grounds that if the mindister doesn’'t act as peacemaker
vow can 't edpect anvone else to. But Tom Beabttie .0

The Sossion Fe Liked 211 the rest of Lthe Bewwsion. Toleved Jim
ared Church Irving dearly’ - practically his next door nelighbous,
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Church

Life

ton, he greatly liked —~ a very lively person —~ a graat
personality who loved children.

“aluo on the Session was Jobhn Mackie of Redhouse, who
lived with his two maiden sisters. In this context he
remarbked that because the Session were nearly all
excellent dairy farmers, he started to read the
agricultural pages of the 'Glasgow Herald’', and later
amazed his fellow ministersz in West Lothian by being
ahle to price a herd of cattle at £60 the head.

Thern there was M Graham of East Scales, a delightful
person, lame, no relation to Jenny and Bessy Graham.
It was Bessy who first showed him roound the manse,

John Braham, the beadle, was a largely self-taught man
with an enormous fund of knowledge. He'd left school
at 14, but could tell vou the different rotations in
all the farms round aboot. , and could guote lots of
Biblical texts. He worked with Mr Graham (abovel at
East Scales. He started story — 'He shook me one day’
- and then got diverted into talking about his
Enowledge., Fresumably it was some aspect of hiblical
or chureh knowledge that shook.  Jdobn GBraham was & very
keen carpet bowler, and was on the Hall committee, of
which MoKenzie was chairman.

Later he reverted to Molly and Annie Mackie, Bessy and
Jenny Oraham as stalwartsz. Mr Hodgson told him about
the gquarries. Me Rogerson, ‘an awfully fine chap’: he
thought his wifte had served at Mosskrnow before his
mariage. {ihave a note here "Hirkpatrick Fleming to
Fretna’ —~ in a Rogerson context). Across the road
lived M- Burnett, ‘& very nice man’'. He also recalled
Jack Burnett — but the Me Burnetlt he knew best would be
hie father.

The first mnames he mentioned in the interview were the
twe organists, David Johnstone, and Mrs Collinge,
davghter in law of the painter.

The service was fairly routine — just the usual Church
of SBootland service.

HMe could not remember a Hible Class, but he himseld
took the Sunday School. There was no FParish magazine
because of the paper shortage.

bhen he applied for Eirkpatrick Fleming there were 37
applicants. Eventually it was reduced to a short leat.

He heard later on the grapevine that most of the

Session were very keen to get a—mipdister wheawas-Da kky C4k
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vl thie Department of Agriculture, and it was
half-suggested to him by the interim moderator (I think
Fallock of Gretnal) that he should withdraw, but, he
sajid, ‘the common peopls heard him gladly ', which I
take to be a biblical guotation. Anvway he got their
votes., He'd been happy to stay in his previous
position, Fapa Westray, but bhis wite was homesichk.
Buite a number of applicants were better gualified than
he.

He couldn 't remember whether church weddings had yet
some back into fashion.

One of the parishioners he remembered was the oldest
‘man ever in his charge, & shepherd who belonged to
Eekdalemuir but lived with hie daughter in Hirkpatrick
Fleming., = a wonderful man -~ in a wee croft where he
planted potatoes the vesr before he died aged over 99.
He had & very short funeral service, it being a time of
great cold (He'd be talking about the terrible winter
af 1947).

Arother parishioner mentioned was old Mre Davidson, who
lived towards Cranberrvy.

Me remembered the srection of the WHar Memorial at
Toppinghead. M- Graham of Mossknow spoke about how
they should be sad, vet proud, and Mr Mckenzie spoke
too. Bessy Grabam went a&ll round the parish and gave
presents to all who had come back (A little doubt about
thisl. There was also, he thought, & tancy dress
parade for children {(which seemed an odd celebration
o & war memoriall. Mo memory of procession to War
Memorial. '

It was said that Druids used to practice nutzide where
the church is.

There was a good choir. He remarked that the Thursday
riight choir practice was a good chance for teenagers to
meet. It wasn't clear whether this related
speclifically to Kirkpatrick Flaming.

There woeres some ZE0 members. Only at Communion was
there an evening service.

The manse thrilled him. Someons had planted boxwood
hedges. The garden was enarmous, a lovely piece of.
grass in front, with rhodedendrons. One day Jim
Conmnell got him & £&6 lawnmower as a present. It was
the joy of his life. After Orkney it sesmed to him a
beantiful warm house, with big windows that let in the
Sl It seemed like "tropical Africa’.
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Other
Ministers

When Bessy Graham was showing him round the manse, he
was thrilled with a lovely stove. The way he wordesd it
I thought it sounded as if it hested two rooms at once,
but this shouwld be checked. But he did not like the
blood=-red, or crimson, colow which M- Duncan had had
the kitchen flor dining room?) painted. it reminded him
oo mueh of Mr Fytfe's suicide., so he got Mr Collinge
to change it — probably to green, a restful colour
which he likes. He +inds grass very restful.

He wasn't ‘preached in’ ~ nor in any of his charges.
He didnm 't like all that sort of thing.

The thing that makes him prouvdest is William 6 MNiven,
now minister Lesmahagow, ouwtgoing, a great organist,
former pupil of Kirkpatrick Fleming and Annan Academy.
In wartime he served in Palestine in the Intelligence
Corps. He was ordained in 1938, after being at &t
fAndrew s university.

“t Firkpatrick Fleing he usually had & bike, which he
manded himself, until his brother in law gave him a
pedal assisted 1.5 h.p. "motor cvole’ which thrilled
him fTo bits.

There were no maior struoctural changes to the church,
which he thought dated back to about 1700, built to &
T" plan. The stane head had been made by master
craftsmen. Physically it was an easy church to preach
in. He remarked that he had since discovered that
‘pulpituwm’ is the lLatin for "scaffold’ -~ & remark
tvpical of his conversation.

A lad Steele (Hollee!) kept asking to be taken on as a
gardener till at last Mr MokHenzie had to tell him
hluntly that he couwldn't atford it.

Somebody had planted lovely daffodils at manse gate.

He knew John Walker, as presbytery clerk. John Wal ker
had been heartbroken to leave Kirkpatrick Fleming.

Eric Duncan begcame chaplain to Aberdeen Grammar School,
now lived in Stirling.

He did not know about Mr Cartwright and the communion
rails,. He thouwght Mr Cartwricht had done one very
gsensible thing, which he wished he had done. There was
o baptismal font in the church, =zo Me Cartwriaht
suggested that Mat Wallace should give one, in memory
ot his only son, who was killed in Normandy in 1944,
Mat Wallace was a very close friend of Mr Mckenzie.

M Walker had got & sovereigns for the manse. He got
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Lite and
Career

£4.

Mr Mckenzie had a very strict upbringing in a stern
liheral household where beer, wine, cards and books
other than the Bible on Sundavs were forbidden. Even
ag a grown man he was expected to say where he’'d been
it he was out atter 10,15, He determined never to
treat his own children so. Conseguently, though, he
mever wlayed in FKirkpstrick Fleming whist drives.

He seems Lo have some sort of dramatic conversion in
the mid 1920°'s (He guoted Jeremiah who protested to God
that he couldn’'t speak to people about religion ~ a
similar case). MNot being academic he struggled to make
his way to and through wuniversity. He seems to have
regarded passing lower maths as a triumph. He took an
ordinary degree in modern history, with geology as one
of his subjects. Hoth have remained lifelong
intereste.

Gs a minister he would have liked mission work, but was
turned down by the Foreign and Colonial bodies.
Eventually he got FPapa Westravy sgainst 2 other
applicants. He went & weeks before the war began, left
& wmeseks befors it ended. He tried to move thence to
Stromness, but it wasn’'t easy to replace Papa Westray,
ao he didn 't get it. He told me that he had been told
Bry one of those in the guard ship that the Roval Oak’
had been sunk nobt by a U-boat, as was the official
vaersion, hut by a sabotewr.

Then to Firkpatrick Fleming — an assisted place, like
Fapa Westray. In 1954 he went to Fauldhouse, for 4.3%
vyears.  MHe got & call to Bathgate, but his wife and
mother in law didn't want it. From 199948 he was at
Aberdeen Bt Beorge’'s, and then he wae transferred to a
linked congregation in the remotest part of Buchan,
Where he stayed till 1974 ~ and where he was visited bv
Campbell Beattie. 1 couldn’'t make gut the name, but it
i on the highest ground between Sberdeen and
Fraserburgh.

He remarbked that he was in FEirkpatrick Fleming s long
partly because it wasn't easy to get out. He didn't
like heing in an assisted church, and once he went to
Fauldhouse he felt he was earning his keep.

Hig wite had two mizcarriages before his first son was
bhorn 1n 1947 — which added poignancy to his fight with
Tom Beattie. Two of his children were born in
Cresswell, one in the manse. His son was born on 2lst
February 1947, when there was 2 feet of snow on the

g ound. I think the middle child was born beftore the
doctor arrived. Hies voungest daughter was born on 15th
June 1954, the day he received the call to Fauldhouse,
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ilne daughter is married, one doing social work, one
unmarried, one living in Maircbi {probably the married
sl . His son took a B.Bc. chemistry and married a
fine girl., despite the fact that she's a catholic.

His wife died on his birthday. True to his upbringing
and habite he refused te take a taxi for the & mile
Journey home.

When he retired he wanted to live in Edinburgh, but
couldn 't get council accomodation for his unmareied
daughter, so went to Cumbernauld which he guite likes.
Me loves reading. He found his retiral like a second
childhood, for he was able to read all the boolks he
wanted., Une of his favowites is Hugh Millar’'s "My
Bechoole and Schoolmastere’ . He mentioned his childhood
favourites -~ Para Handy, Three Men in a Boalt - hooks
is father disapproved of.

Me had a very high opinion of Mr Duke, the Middliebie
minister. The Kirtle minister was Mr Mal ssed.

£t the age of &0 he got a "'car essential’ parish, and
at that age learned to drive.

Aamang miscellaneous remarks ~ that the church is the
most conservative of all bodies.

He promised to send me any other memories. He thinks
e has some lists of elders and photographs of the
Yeasmion, but he did not keep a personal book of
aptisms, weddings and funerals.
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Feople and Flaces

Tom Irving
Jim Connell

Teom HBeattie
Campbhell Beatties
Colin Davidson
Jim Irving

Mre Jim Irwving
Jokhn Mackie

Mr Graham (East Scalew)

Jernny Graham
Flessy Grabham
Molly Mackie
fnnie Mackie
Jokhin Graham
Mr Hodgson

Mr Roger

M Burnett
Davie Johnztone
Mre Collinge
Mre Davidson
Eric Duncan
My Fywffe

Mr Steele
Johin Wal ker
M Cartwrigh't
Nat Wallace

fAlew. H MokHenzie passim

Mewtoan
Glebe
Bhawrig
Fedhouse
East Scales
Cranberry
Hallee
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